
NJTESOL/NJBE SPRING CONFERENCE 

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2008 
 

8:45 am – 9:45 am 
 

Web 2.0:  Enhancing your ESL classroom with online resources 

Deborah Kemp-Jackson, Mahua De, Judith Otterburn 

Union County College 

 

ESL in Higher Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 
 

ELL students face many issues using technology, two of which are accessing the internet and using 

Web 2.0 skills such as blogging, wikis and a class website optimally.  The presenters will 

demonstrate effective ways of using Web 2.0 and provide activities to guide students as they 

navigate the internet. 

 

Bilingual Elementary and Middle School Special Interest Group Meeting 

Tina Kern, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 
 

Contemporary issues concerning Bilingual Education in the elementary and middle schools will be 

discussed.  Among the topics will be the following:  using the WIDA standards, ACCESS testing 

the NCLB impact, mainstreaming, grading, use of language in the classroom, instructional methods 

and materials.  Participants will have the opportunity to share concerns and issues with other 

educators in a round table discussion. 
 

Academic Vocabulary Learning in Context 

Joe Chapple, Oxford University Press 

 

ESL in Higher Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 
 

This session introduces an incremental approach to academic vocabulary instruction that guides 

teachers as they sequence instruction and practice with target words in varied settings.  

Demonstrations and exercises from the new series Inside Reading describe academic vocabulary 

learning that is principled, straightforward, and interactive. 

 

Elementary Special Interest Group Meeting 

Roselyn Rauch, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 
 

This is the annual meeting for the elementary ESL Special Interest Group (EEIS).  Current issues, 

problems and solutions, legislation, research, trends, and resources are among the topics that may be 

discussed. 



 

8:45 am – 9:45 am 
 

Facilitating Language Acquisition through Student-Created Films 

Mark Deebold, Atlantic City High School 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 
 

Lights!  Camera!  Action!  Using a student-created film as an example Mark Deebold, ESL and 

Sheltered History teacher at Atlantic City High School, will take you through the steps necessary to 

assist in the production of a short film.  This presentation was featured at the national TESOL 

convention in Seattle. 
 

ESL Middle School Special Interest Group Meeting 

Kathleen Fernandez, Lumberton School District 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 
 

Middle school ESL teachers will meet to hear about and discuss issues pertinent to their schools and 

classrooms.  Possible changes to the Bilingual code, standardized testing, and content instruction 

are some topics to be presented and discussed.  All members are welcome to participate. 
 

www.ColorinColorado.org – The Resource Educators of ELLs Want and Need! 

Cassandra Lawrence, Perth Amboy Board of Education 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 
 

Are you looking for ways to help ELLs in your class succeed?  This workshop highlights Colorin 

Colorado and all the tools this free website offers.  Learn how to navigate the site, how to 

implement and use the AFT/WETA Colorin Colorado professional development and parent 

outreach tools, and discuss how to use the site to connect with families. 

 

ESL/Bilingual Secondary Special Interest Group Meeting 

Janet Kaback, Dicxiana Carbonell 

Newark Public Schools 

 

ESL Secondary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 
 

The annual SIG meeting for ESL and Bilingual educators & supervisors to discuss trends, 

programs, problems, techniques and brainstorm solutions. 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/


 
 

9:00 am – 10:00 am 
 

Navigating the Highways of Spoken English 

Margaret Garvin, Camden County Commission for Ed. Services 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  9:00 am – 10:00 am 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 
 

The presenter will offer a tool for pinpointing grammar, usage, and pronunciation roadblocks.  This 

tool can be used with individual students or groups.  With clear goals in mind and with strategies 

that will be presented and generated, newcomers as well as students who have lost energy can be 

redirected, increasing their proficiency, comfort, and confidence in spoken English. 
 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Instructing Adolescent ELLs:  Double the Work 

Fred Carrigg, NJTESOL/NJBE 

Masa Uzicanin 

 

All Interested Persons 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Ballroom A Room Capacity 300 
 

This seminar will look at what we (NJDOE) learned from participation in the Carnegie sponsored 

“Double the Work” Adolescent ELL National Literacy Panel.  It explores the very difficult task of 

differentiating instruction for ELL students in the middle grades.  The NJDOE’s Office of Literacy 

developed a set of principles for middle grades ELL students, the Bilingual/ESL matrix, which 

offers scientific-based recommendations for instruction. 

 

Literacy across the levels - what research says and what teachers do 

K. Lynn Savage, Author 

 

All Interested Persons 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Ballroom B Room Capacity 300 

 

This interactive workshop brings research on successful literacy strategies for ELLs to life. 

Participants will gain insight into ELL Literacy across the grade levels and will come away with 

practical instructional strategies to implement in their classrooms. 

 

Holistic principles of beginning reading instruction for older ELLs who do not read in any 

language 

Elizabeth Claire, Author 

 

All Interested Persons 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

This workshop will engage participants in the challenge that faces our students:  learning to read an 

unknown language in an unknown alphabet.  By facing a text in Slovak, with an unknown meaning, 

written in a computer-generated script, participants will derive principles and effective procedures 

for motivating and teaching reading in English when students understand very little English. 



 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Preparing Mainstream Teachers to Teach ELLs:  A Model Project 

Judith B. OôLoughlin, Language Matters Education Consultants, LLC 

Vesna Radanovic-Kocic, Mihri Napoliello, New Jersey City University 

Barbara Tedesco, Educational Consultant; John Bellocchio, Hackensack High School Joan 

Froehlich, Bergenfield High School; Andy McCarthy, Jersey City Public Schools 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 
 

This workshop focuses on an ongoing year-long training project funded by a New Jersey 

Department of Education mainstream teacher training grant.  University and project faculty discuss 

the SIOP training protocol and classroom observations.  Mainstream teacher training participants 

demonstrate mini lessons incorporating SIOP strategies used in their classroom.  Handouts 

provided.  Workshop participant interaction encouraged. 

 

Virtual Item Bank:  Energizing Students through Web-Based Tasks 

Deniz Gokcora, Kean University 

 

ESL in Higher Education  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 
 

The presenter demonstrates performance-based, integrated assessment tools in creating online 

reading, writing, and listening tasks that provide opportunities for students to use target language in 

real life situations.  Participants receive guidelines in selecting websites, texts, and adapting them 

for tests, and create their own items. 

 

Lesson Learned:  Cultural Competency/ELL Summer Institute Pilot Project 

Ana I. Berdecia, Caitlin Kosec 

Thomas Edison State College 

 

Teacher Training  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-166 Room Capacity 85 
 

The workshop will share lessons learned from the 2007 NJ First Cultural Competency and English 

Language Learners Summer Institute pilot project and create a dialogue about policy 

recommendations about what can be done to support early childhood teachers in becoming 

competent in this area through professional development and mentoring. 



 

9:30 am – 11:30 am 
 

Reading and Writing Workshop and the Elementary ELL 

Judie Haynes, Cathy Danahy, Laura Menzella 

River Edge Public Schools 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  9:30 am – 11:30 am 

Double Tree, Ballroom C Room Capacity 300 

 

Teaching children to use comprehension strategies to construct meaning in a Reading Workshop 

and to express themselves in writing workshop allows them to become full participants in their own 

literacy.  Come see how you can help your English language learners read and write with meaning. 

 

 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Professional Development through Asynchronous, Collaborative, Website Interaction 

Sharon Snyder, Kean University 

 

ESL in Higher Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

The presenter will share a university ESL Program’s interactive website that makes possible 

continuous professional development through the asynchronous exploration of new ideas and 

practices by faculty, both individually and collaboratively.  The presenter will demonstrate how the 

site operates, its potential uses, and its actual uses thus far. 

 

Trauma and Academic Performance in High School 

Jehona Badivuku, Ruth Campbell, International Institute of New Jersey 

Thea Landesberg, Clifton High School 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 

 

One in four children experience trauma, and the numbers are even higher for LE students.  This 

workshop will focus on the most common traumas experienced by high school LE students.  Learn 

how these traumas affect student behavior and academic performance and ways to bring these 

students to school-based services that can help students thrive. 

 

Fairy Tales – A Fabulous Way to Promote Literacy 

Grethe M. Ridley, Little Falls School District 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

This workshop demonstrates how English Language learners enhance their reading, reading 

comprehension, grammar skills, and writing skills, through the student of famous international and 

American fairy tales.  English Language learners gain motivation and a love of learning writing 

their own fairy tales, and performing a famous fairy tale in costumes. 



 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Intensive Language & Literacy Interventions for Struggling Readers 

Barbara Andrews, Benchmark Education Company 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 

 

Do you have students in grades 4-12 functioning at beginning literacy levels?  Are you in need of a 

model for intensive interventions that meet the language and literacy needs of students reading at 

the grade 3 level or below?  Are your ELL and Special Needs learners experiencing academic 

success?  This session will provide you with a model for intensive literacy and language 

intervention lessons designed to support and accelerate the proficiency levels of our at risk students. 

 

Outside Our Doors 

Coleen Tyler, Lincoln Middle School 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

How can we help our ELL students achieve success in the classes they take outside our classrooms?  

How do content area teachers respond to ELLs with limited English proficiency?  How can ESL 

teachers mediate on our students’ behalf?  Participants in this session will be asked to share their 

experiences and to consider ways to promote student success in all academic areas. 

 

Putting Principles into Practice:  Longman English Online 

Christina Cavage, Atlantic Cape Community College 
 

ESL in Higher Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 
 

There is a clear and growing need for access-anywhere CALL software.  Pearson Longman applies 

sound principles of language acquisition with its internet-based integrated skills course, Longman 

English Online.  This presentation demonstrates the principled instruction and ease of use that 

Longman English Online provides and the impact of CALL on language learning. 

 

Using Data to Drive Decision Making about ELLs 

Rebecca Freeman Field, University of Pennsylvania; Caslon Publishing & Consulting 
 

All Interested Persons  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

This session describes the components of a balanced assessment and accountability system for 

language learners. The first part shows educators how to collect valid and reliable evidence of their 

students’ growth and achievement over time.  The second part uses concrete examples to illustrate 

how educators can use student performance data to inform instruction, promote collaboration 

among mainstream and ESL/bilingual teachers, drive professional and program development, and 

strengthen advocacy.    



 

10:15 am – 11:15 am 
 

Gardening Approach to ESL Education 

Kathy Salisbury, Greater Newark Conservancy 

Carol Raftis, Oliver Street School 
 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 10:15 am – 11:15 am 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 
 

Gardening can be used to teach any subjects covered in the classroom.  Participants in this hands-on 

workshop will learn how to incorporate gardening, either in the classroom or outside enhances the 

learning experience for their students.  Participants will leave with handouts and plant cuttings for 

their classroom. 

 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Teaching Academic English for Content and Literacy 

Lisette Calvo, Santillana USA 
 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom B Room Capacity 300 
 

Hot off the press, Spotlight on English offers K-5 teachers a content-driven approach for ELLs.  

Many struggle in content areas because they lack vocabulary and mastery of structures of Academic 

English.  Presenter will demonstrate how to engage students in learning academic English and use 

content areas as vehicles of instruction. 

 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
 

NJDOE Initiatives in Bilingual/ESL Education 

Raquel Sinai, Lori Ramella, Ericka Reed 

New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Student Achievement & Accountability 
 

Program Administration 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom A Room Capacity 300 
 

This workshop will present information on current and upcoming state initiatives in Bilingual/ESL 

Education.  Topics to be discussed include the New Jersey Bilingual Administrative Code, Data 

Retreats, Model Program Initiative, and professional development initiatives. 



 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
 

ESOL Instruction using Emergent Literacy Software 

James Butler, SanJae Educational Resources, Inc. 

Greg Norman, Open Book Learning 

 

Teacher Training  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

OpenBook English is a complete media-rich software solution that teaches English reading and 

writing to K through Grade 13 learners.  This session will demonstrate how OpenBook uses a 

combination of voice, text, video, graphics, photos and Native language translation that comprises 

the most comprehensive, scientifically-based, teaching methodology currently available. 

 

iPods and Podcasting as Teaching Tools for Language Learners 

Grace Poli, Union City Board of Education 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

This presentation will focus on the implementation of technology as a primary tool for English 

Language Learners by promoting literacy skills using the iPod and podcasting.  The integration of 

the iPod and podcasting into the curriculum will result in increased student achievement and faster 

and more comprehensive learning. 

 

Building on “other” literacies:  writing instruction for young adults 

Elena Nehrebecki, Hudson County Community College 

 

ESL in Higher Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

The key to the academic literacy building for Generation 1.5 students and young adults lies in the 

utilization of their other available literacies, such as aural, oral and digital, which in turn, can lead to 

the creation of extensive reading habits and thus traditional literacy.  Original classroom activities 

on work with visual, digital and communication media are demonstrated. 

 

Classroom Activities that Save Writing Teachers Time 

Michael J. Rodriguez, Donna Lee Kennedy, Beatrix Mellauner 

Heinle Cengage Learning 

 

ESL in Higher Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

In traditional high school and college composition classes, students write, and teachers spend hours 

correcting and grading.  Exercises help to improve learners’ writing skills, but don’t necessarily 

give learners meaningful feedback.  Classroom activities presented in “The Great Writing Series” 

by Keith Folse help reduce teacher grading time while maximizing student writing time. 



 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
 

Effective Practices for Teaching Writing 

Andrea Andre 

New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Language Arts Literacy Education 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-168 Room Capacity 85 

 

This session will focus on effective practices for teaching writing in kindergarten through fourth 

grade.  We will explore modeled writing, shared writing, interactive writing and independent 

writing.  Participants will discuss how each of these effective instructional practices support English 

language learners. 

 

Adult Education Special Interest Group Meeting 

Ana M. Cruz, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

ESL in Adult Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 45 

 

The purpose of this meeting is to engage in a conversation about issues related to adult education in 

New Jersey.  The meeting will provide the opportunity to assess the needs in the areas of adult 

education (ESL, GED, and Adult High School), and to propose effective ways to continue 

improving the delivery of adult education in our state. 

 

Tech-Enhance Your Class! 

Gail Fernandez, Maria Kasparova 

Bergen Community College 

 

ESL in Higher Education 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 

 

The presenters will demonstrate how instructors can add technological components to their 

academic ESL lessons.  They will share ways to integrate skills and expand context through 

interactive games, instructional websites, discussion boards, film clips, clickers, and internet 

research.  The presenters will provide the audience with model lesson plans. 

 

The New “Side by Side PLUS” Promotes Learner Persistence 

Oliva Fernandez, Pearson Longman ESL 

 

ESL in Adult Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

New standards-based lessons and multilevel activities offer adult learners English for life skills and 

work in the new Side by Side PLUS.  The presenter will demonstrate how the program promotes 

learner persistence through its core methodology and its motivating media and text materials that 

encourage learning at home. 



11:15 am – 1:15 pm 
 

Learning Center Games and Activities 

Ivelis Sanfilippo, Perth Amboy Public Schools 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  11:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 

 

Learning center activities in reading, language arts, and mathematics.  The workshop is for 

bilingual, ESL, and resource teachers.  The activities are for kindergarten but can be modified for 

grades pre-k through 2
nd

.  The activities in reading readiness focus on building phonemic 

awareness.  The activities for literacy integrate reading and vocabulary.  The activities for 

mathematics focus on instructional objectives. 

 

NJASK 2009:  Writing responses that SHINE! 

Hope Blecher-Sass 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  11:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

Grab this opportunity to interact with a literacy coach while obtaining lesson planning tips and 

strategies that focus on the NJASK grades 3-5.  Particular attention will be paid to the picture 

prompt, poetry response and speculative prompt tasks, while also providing you with samples from 

real class lessons. 

 

Connecting to the future 

Vivian Argemil, Larry Bello, Daniel Rodriguez 

Perth Amboy Public Schools 

 

Bilingual Secondary Education  11:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

High School Bilingual and ESL teachers share their experiences in organizing and implementing an 

interdisciplinary team.  They will share “Connecting to the Future” an interdisciplinary project 

developed to infuse technology (laptops, iPods, Graphic Calculators, Smart Boards) into their 

curriculum. 

 

11:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 

Trying Podcasting Doesn’t Have to be Trying 

Christina Cavage, Susan DePhilippis 

Atlantic Cape Community College 

 

Teacher Training  11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

Podcasting promotes language learning, but creating one’s own …daunting?!  This session shows 

tech savvy and phobic participants alike the refreshingly doable podcast creating process.  See how 

to use equipment and software to record, publish and access podcasts.  Learn how to make ESL 

content decisions from real examples.  Handouts provided. 



 

11:45 am – 1:45 pm 
 

Differentiated Instruction for English Language Learners (ELLs) 

Jory Oulhiad, Clifton Public Schools 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  11:45 am – 1:45 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom C Room Capacity 300 

 

Do you have a diverse classroom with ELLs at different levels of English proficiency?  Do your 

students have various degrees of prior education in their native language?  At this interactive 

workshop, you will have the opportunity to share ideas with fellow English language and bilingual 

educators on how to reach these students.  You will also watch a clip of a differentiated lesson in 

action. 

 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
 

Wikis:  “Best Practice” Tools for Collaboration 

Charles Nelson, Fran Glazer 

Kean University 

 

ESL in Higher Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

This presentation will show how wikis (easy-to-write-and-edit websites) can promote student 

interaction and learning through creating an interactive, collaborative environment of authors 

working and reflecting on their projects. 

 

Connecting Academic Vocabulary to Improve Reading Comprehension 

Stephen A. White, Options Publishing 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 am 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

The importance of connecting academic vocabulary to reading comprehension is well documented.  

In this session you’ll learn instructional strategies that facilitate the expansion of student vocabulary 

through listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

 

Teacher Education Special Interest Group Meeting 

Mary Emilie Steinacker, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

Teacher Training 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

This session will offer an update on the current policy decisions affecting teacher education.  

Special attention will be given to new NCATE requirements for Teacher Education programs. 



 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
 

An eclectic approach to improving writing and error correction 

Marilyn Pongracz, Bergen Community College 

 

ESL in Higher Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

Do your students struggle with writing?  Do they seem to forget their grammar when they write?  

Discover exercises and methods that can help. 

 

Facing the Spiral Learning Aspects of the ELL 

Bonnie Harley, PALS Rutgers, Newark 

 

ESL in Higher Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

Spiral Learning in secondary and non-traditional ELL’s learning will be defined and explored.  In a 

melding of actual experience and perspectives; an overview of writers’ and researchers’ 

observations; and a discussion of contemporary implementation, the participants will have an 

opportunity to reflect on, refresh, and possibly re-form their pedagogical approaches. 

 

Making Language Meaningful for ELLs 

Magdalia Manson, Marybeth DeCostanzo 

Perth Amboy Public Schools 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-166 Room Capacity 85 

 

You are invited to attend a one hour ELL workshop for K-2 grade classroom teachers, as well as 

ESL teachers.  We will be engaging educators in meaningful learning tasks that are designed to 

enhance instruction with ESL students.  If you are looking for creative ideas to develop literacy 

skills, language, phonemic awareness, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing skills then 

this is the workshop for you. 

 

CALL Strategy Training for Teachers and Students 

Elissa Austria, Howard Pomann, Carrie Steenburgh 

Union County College 

 

ESL in Adult Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 45 

 

This presentation reports on a community college project involving a collaborative CALL training 

model for teachers and students to develop strategies for language learning goals and independent 

learning.  Highlights include training processes and faculty’s CALL experiences from the learner’s 

perspective.  Handouts with results, reflection forms and strategies will be distributed. 



 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
 

Effectively Leveraging Technology for Successful Language Learning 

Mani Minassian, TELL ME MORE powered by Auralog 

 

ESL in Higher Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 

 

Partnering with technology = working smarter, learning quicker. Practice ways to utilize technology 

in everyday language learning. Used wisely, technology helps track and measure progress, identifies 

and focuses on problem areas, provides instant feedback and fosters a stress free-learning 

environment that builds confidence and increases learner participation. It can do this and more!  

Session ideal for Secondary, Adult and Bilingual Secondary also.          

 

Does Your School Have a Cultural Broker? 

Ruth Campbell, Jehona Badivuku, International Institute of New Jersey 

Thea Landesberg, Clifton Public Schools 

 

ESL in Secondary Education 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

Treating the traumas that affect our high school LE students can make the difference between 

academic success and failure.  We'll provide a successful school-based model that enables our 

distressed students to flourish.  This approach includes an active cultural broker, support groups, 

student clubs, and counseling for students and their families. 

 

12:45 pm – 1:45 pm 
 

How to Start a NJTESOL-NJBE Chapter 

Roselyn O. Rauch, Paterson Public Schools 

 

All Interested Persons 12:45 pm – 1:45 pm 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

Would you like to network with other ESL teachers in your area?  Then this is the workshop for 

you.  This workshop is open to anyone wanting to start a local chapter of NJTESOL-NJBE.  

Members of a successful, long-running chapter will share their expertise and offer the “recipe” for 

getting started. 



 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
 

Who makes academic language academic? 

Paul Heacock, Cambridge University Press 

 

All Interested Persons 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom B Room Capacity 300 

 

Mastery of content-area vocabulary is crucial for success in high school and college, but there is 

more to academic language than knowing an acid from a base or a monologue from a prologue. Key 

to communication in a schools context is the ability to put the words and phrases describing a 

particular subject in the right surroundings – to choose the right adjective from among numerous 

near-synonyms, for example, or to find a verb that is appropriately formal (or informal). This talk 

examines what it really means to use academic language, drawing examples from large databases of 

academic, general written and spoken American English that show the kinds of company words 

keep. 

 

Practical and Engaging Strategies for Teaching Writing 

Cassandra Lawrence, Perth Amboy Board of Education 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 

 

ELLS have an abundance of experience and ideas.  Stimulate their interest in writing with the right 

kind of activities and support.  Get over “teacher’s block” and explore your own feelings about 

writing.  Build confidence, develop fluency, and encourage the habit and love of writing.  If you are 

ready to be a writing warrior, this workshop is for you. 
 

Content Vocabulary Immersion:  Vocabulary Lessons, eBooks, Lapbooks, & More 

Ben Brady, Luana Mitten 

Rourke Publishing LLC 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

Develop teaching strategies and view materials that take vocabulary instruction from isolation to 

immersion by giving students multiple opportunities to practice and apply content vocabulary to 

develop oral language fluency, reading comprehension, and prepare for high stakes testing. 

 

The Path to Successful Content Area Reading 

Kathryn S. Catanese, National Geographic School Publishing 

 

Teacher Training 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 

 

This workshop focuses on reading strategies, techniques, and materials used to help students 

develop an understanding of key content and academic vocabulary before, during, and after reading 

informational text. 



 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 
 

Supervisors and Higher Education Special Interest Groups Joint Roundtable Discussions 

Diana Sefchik, NJTESOL/NJBE 

Elena Nehrebecki, Hudson County Community College 

 

ESL in Higher Education 1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

The Supervisors and Higher Education Special Interest Groups will hold a joint meeting to review 

issues of concerns and trends of education from Pre-K to college programs for English language 

learners. 

 

Using SIOP to Teach Content to College English Learners 

Raimundo Mora, Hudson County Community College 

 

ESL in Higher Education 1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

The presenter will examine how the SIOP Model was adapted to teach college-level courses to 

English learners.  The presenter will provide examples drawn from a seminar that he developed 

with funds of a Title V grant. 
 

School Events Brainstorming Ideas 

Ruth Valdes, Wendy Angomas, Wanda Lanza 

Clifton High School 

 

ESL in Secondary  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

This workshop will introduce club activity ideas practiced at Clifton High School for secondary 

level ESL students.  Interchange of ideas will be welcomed from other school districts to share 

extracurricular activities that would engage students from other ethnic cultural backgrounds. 

1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

iPods in the ELL Classroom 

Christin Outwin, Rose Powers 

Red Bank Regional High School 

 

Teacher Training 1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

In this workshop educators will gain practical information on how to make use of iPod technology 

in the English language classroom. 



 

1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Teaching Content Areas in a Bilingual Setting 

Janet Kaback, Niurka Polanco, Victoria Borja 

Newark Public Schools 

 

Bilingual Secondary Education 1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

This workshop will present hands-on techniques that will utilize SIOP and other methodologies that 

can be used to teach the content areas in Bilingual classrooms. Presenters have experience across all 

grade levels and will discuss ways of enhancing understanding and language acquisition while 

teaching academic content. 

 

Writing Workshop in the ELL Classroom 

Susan Dammeyer, Frelinghuysen Middle School 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

Students have stories to tell, things to say.  Give them ways to share those ideas through Writer’s 

Workshop.  Learn to launch the workshop, build skills and stamina in student writers, and meet 

individual needs in student conferences.  Experience Writer’s Workshop first hand, start Writing 

Workshop with students the next day! 

 

Communicating the “Stories” of People Using Multicultural Books 

Sheila Kirven, New Jersey City University 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-166 Room Capacity 85 

 

A presentation of multicultural (and bilingual) picture books for grades K-6.  Multicultural books 

can communicate the many “stories” of people.  Depending on the “cultural lens” of the author, 

illustrator or reader, the story can be clearly communicated or distorted beyond repair.  

 

Strategies to Mitigate Home School Discontinuity Among Hispanics 

Andrea S. Fontenez, Lucille Quinn, Damian O. Medina 

Red Bank Borough Public Schools 

 

Teacher Training  1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 45 

 

This session will introduce participants to the research on Home-School Discontinuity, and will also 

explore ideas, skills, and strategies that teachers and administrators can utilize to mitigate cultural 

disparities affecting Hispanic children’s school performance. 



 

1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Increasing Comprehension for the Adolescent English Language Learner 

Thomas A. Chiola, Freehold Township Schools 

 

ESL in Secondary Education 1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

Participants in this interactive workshop will learn to apply the technique of Collaborative Strategic 

Reading to increase content vocabulary, enhance comprehension and improve collaborative learning 

skills in multilevel classrooms. CSR combines the evidenced-based reading comprehension 

strategies with cooperative learning groups to improve comprehension of both narrative and 

expository text for a diverse group of learners. 

 

Experience the A to Z of ELL-Bilingual Students 

Hope Blecher-Sass 

Sharon Russell-Fowler, Washington School 

 

Teacher Training/K-12 ESL-Bilingual Teachers 1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 

 

If you can sing the alphabet song, have we got the workshop for you.  We have created a course 

using the alphabet as our framework.  We’ll be engaged in using skills and strategies applicable to 

the spectrum of ELLs and Bilingual students in our K-12 classrooms.  Enter:  Bewildered; Exit:  

Enlightened.               

 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
 

Chapter Leaders Special Interest Group Meeting 

Karin Von Riman, Roselle Public Schools 

 

All Interested Persons 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

Annual meeting for chapter leaders will review ways to stay connected to the executive board and 

to get the help you need.  Ideas will be shared on successful activities happening around the state. 



 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
 

Vocabulary Instructional Strategies…When English is a Second Language 

Susan Esposito, New Jersey Department of Education 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom C Room Capacity 300 

 

This workshop will provide practical ideas for enriching vocabulary instruction for classroom 

teachers who teaching both English language learners and native English speakers.  Due to the 

rapidly rising number of students whose native language is not English in NJ schools, all teachers 

can benefit by acquiring techniques that have been proven effective with ELLs while also 

increasing their awareness of new ways to provide effective vocabulary instruction for all students. 

 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
 

Extra! Extra! User-Friendly Newspaper Activities Span the Curriculum 

Kristi A. Bergman Neal, Gwen McIntyre 

Atlantic Cape Community College 

 

ESL in Higher Education 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

Reading the newspaper may not be black and white.  Everyday activities and lessons are tucked in 

the folds of the daily newspaper.  Whether your ESL students have basic or advanced English 

language skills, this workshop will have them reading the newspaper in a whole new light. 

 

Learning English through Science and Magic 

Arya Safa, Northern Valley Regional High School 

 

ESL in Secondary Education 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

The presenters will model how a collaboration between the ESL and science teacher can produce a 

lesson that is rich in both language and academic content and applicable to all language levels. 

Making Oobleck and invisible ink become perfect vehicles for developing listening, speaking and 

writing skills while conveying the essentials of chemistry. 

 

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm 
 

NJPSA ELLs Committee 

Alphonsina Paternostro, Linden Public Schools 

 

Program Administration 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

Come meet with other supervisors, administrators and directors of programs for ELLs and learn 

about the issues and topics discussed at the NJPSA committee meetings: SRA, ACCESS, Model 

Programs, and many other current topics impacting ELLs today. 


