
NJTESOL/NJBE SPRING CONFERENCE 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 2008 
 

8:45 am – 9:45 am 
 

Bilingual Elementary and Middle School Special Interest Group Meeting 

Tina Kern, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 

 

Contemporary issues concerning Bilingual Education in the elementary and middle schools will be 

discussed.  Among the topics will be the following:  using the WIDA standards, ACCESS testing, 

the NCLB impact, mainstreaming, grading, use of language in the classroom, instructional methods 

and materials.  Participants will have the opportunity to share concerns and issues with other 

educators in a round table discussion. 

 

Get Going with Let’s Go, 3
rd

 Edition 

Joe Chapple, Oxford University Press 
 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

Learn about a program that stimulates and teaches through all the senses.  This outstandingly 

successful series, used worldwide, is in a new edition and is bigger and brighter than ever.  

Experience the functional dialogues, interactive games, and songs and chants that foster a lively and 

motivating classroom environment. 
 

Elementary ESL Special Interest Group Meeting 

Roselyn Rauch, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

This is the annual meeting for the Elementary ESL Special Interest Group (EEIS).  Current issues, 

problems and solutions, legislation, research, trends, and resources are among the topics that may be 

discussed. 

 

Focusing Generation 1.5 Students on History:  An Integrated Content Approach 

Deniz Gokcora, Kean University 

 

ESL in Higher Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

Learning history and language at the same gives students a lot to talk about!  A lively course based 

on the Delany Sisters' Having Our Say emphasizes real language use integrating all language skills 

while working on Generation 1.5 students critical thinking skills through technology.  Leave with 

keen insights on the language acquisition process and numerous teaching materials.                

           



 

8:45 am – 9:45 am 
 

Science Vocabulary and Concept Strategies for English Language Learners 

James McDonough, Beatrix Mellauner 

Heinle Cengage 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 

 

This presentation will address vocabulary and concept development in the content area of Science 

using research-based strategies.  Attendees will participate in hands-on activities and labs that can be 

used in the classroom that will help teach English Language Learners the Science vocabulary and 

concepts found on state content standards.   

 

ESL Middle School Special Interest Group Meeting 

Kathleen Fernandez, Lumberton Public Schools 
 

ESL in Secondary Education   8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

Middle school ESL teachers will meet to hear about and discuss issues pertinent to their schools and 

classrooms.  Possible changes to the Bilingual code, standardized testing, and content instruction 

are some topics to be presented and discussed.  All members are welcome to participate.                  

 

ESL/Bilingual Secondary Special Interest Group Meeting 

Janet Kaback, Dicxiana Carbonell 

Newark Public Schools 
 

ESL in Secondary Education  8:45 am – 9:45 am 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

Annual SIG meeting for ESL & Bilingual educators and supervisors to discuss trends, programs, 

problems, techniques and brainstorm solutions. 
 

 

8:45 am – 10:45 am 
 

Process Writing 

Mary Jane Kurabinski, New Jersey Department of Education 
 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  8:45 am – 10:45 am 

Double Tree, Ballroom B Room Capacity 300 

 

Process Writing is explored through a look at the steps of the process along with examples of 

student writing through middle grades.  Participants will discuss the process for taking young 

writers through choosing a topic, revising for content and finding their voices. 



 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

BDA strategies that let you know, what ELL students know 

Socorro Herrera, Kansas State University 
 

All Interested Persons 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Ballroom C Room Capacity 300 

 

This session will provide participants with before, during and after strategies for assessing both 

linguistic and academic growth during the lesson.   Using both hands on techniques and through 

short video clips of teachers in practice, participants will take away authentic assessment strategies 

to implement in their classrooms.  Be ready to talk, think, learn and have fun! 

 

Empower Your Pupils (Grades 4-12) With PowerPoint Presentations 

Susan Driessen, South Brunswick School District 
 

ESL in Secondary Education  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

Empower your students (Grades 4-12) as they learn how to create their own PowerPoint 

presentations.    PowerPoint can be used with all levels of ELL students (POE to advanced).  Come 

and learn how to tap into your students' creativities, interests, and cultural backgrounds, while 

building their confidence and broadening their computer skills. 

 

Promoting Multilingual Literacies at School 

Rebecca Freeman Field, University of Pennsylvania; Caslon Publishing and Consulting 
 

All Interested Persons  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

This session reviews the benefits of multilingualism and shares creative ways that educators can 

promote multilingual literacies for their students in a range of educational contexts (e.g., two-way 

immersion, one-way developmental, transitional bilingual, heritage language, sheltered English 

programs, within the context of mainstream classes).  First participants are equipped with essential 

principles and guiding questions that they use to consider what language education policies, 

programs and practices are appropriate for their context.  Then participants identify action steps 

they can take to challenge monolingualism in English on the local level. 



 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Learn How Current Education and Immigration Policies Affect You and  

Your Students (NJTESOL/NJBE 4
th

 Annual Legislative Conference) 

Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula 

Michael Wildes, Mayor of Englewood 

Diana Autin, NJ Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 

Chai Goldstein, NJ Imigration Policy Network 

Daniel Santo-Pietro, Hispanic Directors Association of NJ 

 

All Interested Persons  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Mirabelle Room Capacity 100 

 

Decisions made by the State Board of Education and by lawmakers affect YOU!  It’s been seven 

years since the enactment of NCLB and we recognize the enormous impact that this law and others 

have had on your teaching.  NOW is the time to learn more about NCLB and other legislation so 

that your voice as a New Jersey educator will be heard.   

 

Engaging ELLs through Reading to Achieve Success 

Jessica Saultz, American Reading Company 
 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

Are your students reading below grade level in English and/or Spanish?  Learn about the single best 

predictor of test score performance and success in schools.  Our approach to reading is aligned with 

best practices for getting results.  Presenters will introduce practical ways to get ALL students to 

become better readers. 

 

Technology Tips, Tricks and Techniques for Early Childhood Education 

Karen Nemeth 

New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Preschool Education 
 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-166 Room Capacity 85 

 

Technology offers many opportunities for teachers to create activities and materials to meet the 

needs of children with diverse languages.  This presentation will provide a cohesive professional 

development format for using technology to support English language learners in preschool.  Join in 

lively discussion and hands-on demonstration of digital photography, print media, digital 

storytelling, bookmaking software, Itunes, mp3s, podcasting and voice recording.  Networking 

encouraged! 



 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Fostering Student Awareness of Many Perspectives 

Elise Klein, Teachers Against Prejudice 
 

Teacher Training  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 85 

 

Students come to us with preconceived notions about other cultures, races, religions, ethnicities, and 

socioeconomic groups.  Using a multi-media approach, we will examine the influence of schools, 

home, and the media on student perspectives.  This interactive workshop will provide and 

demonstrate proven tools to increase student success and equity while fostering a broader outlook 

founded on empathy, respect, and understanding. 

 

Engaging Immigrant/LEP Families in School 

Mercedes Rosa, Myriam Alizo 

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 
 

Parents  9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 

 

This workshop summarizes the rights of immigrant/LEP families in education and provides 

strategies to engage families in the education of their children and in school improvement activities.  

Resource materials to share with families in English and Spanish will be shared. 

 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

NJDOE Initiatives in Bilingual/ESL Education 

Raquel Sinai, Lori Ramella, Ericka Reed 

New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Student Achievement & Accountability 

 

Program Administrators  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Ballroom A Room Capacity 300 

 

This workshop will present information on current and upcoming state initiatives in Bilingual/ESL 

Education.  Topics to be discussed include the New Jersey Bilingual Administrative Code, Data 

Retreats, Model programs Initiative, and professional development initiatives. 

 

Guiding Parents in Helping their Children Learn 

Sandee McHugh-McBride, Howell Public Schools 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

Teachers will be presented with information which they can provide in workshops to parents of 

their ELLs.  Information includes suggestions and recommendations that are 'user friendly' and can 

easily be implemented by family members at home.  This will help to empower families to aid 

children to become successful in school. 



 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Reach Out, Reach All 

Gisela Vigil, Perth Amboy Public Schools 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 

 

This workshop will focus on effective methods to provide differentiated instruction in any 

classroom setting. The participants will learn how to implement project based learning, technology 

integration and cross curriculum research to engage all students in the learning process.  Create a 

classroom atmosphere where all students become active participants! 

 

Effective Read Alouds K-6 

Beth S. Wharton 

New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Language Arts Literacy 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

This session will provide information on the research base that supports reading aloud to students as 

a critical instructional practice.  It will also highlight several ways for teachers to provide effective 

instruction in vocabulary and comprehension during a read aloud.  This session is appropriate for 

grades K-6.                   

 

Breaking the Rules in Teaching Reading 

Jean Bodman, Effie Pourshahidi 

Union County College 

 

ESL in Higher Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

Research and methodology textbooks present suggestions for teaching reading. From student 

feedback, teachers find that students do not like the procedures suggested.  This workshop will 

question a number of teaching taboos (e.g. reading out loud, reading long texts) and examine why 

students benefit when teachers break the rules. 

 

Promoting Language and Cultural Diversity:  School and Home 

Anneke Forzani, Language Lizard, LLC 

Heather Leaman, West Chester University 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 

 

Pre-K-6 teachers will learn practical strategies to build a welcoming classroom environment that 

encourage student understanding of language diversity and global cultures. Using multicultural 

lessons that incorporate dual-language books, presenters share techniques and materials for teachers 

and those working to enhance home-school connections and literacy development among bilingual 

families. 



 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Academic Lessons in 10/12 Words 

Nadine M. Vernon, Hillsborough Public Schools 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

Are you asked to re-teach academic lessons to your ESL students?  This workshop provides a 

solution that creates a win-win-win situation for you, the ESL student and the academic teacher.  

This teaching technique can be used by you and the academic teacher to help the ESL student 

become successful.               

 

ESL and Language Arts Activities for the 90-minute block 

Gabriela Publiese, Damaris Saad 

Perth Amboy Public Schools 

 

Bilingual Secondary Education  10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Double Tree, Westfield  Room Capacity 56 

 

Come and join us while we share our successful middle school ESL and Language Arts activities.  

We will be presenting ideas on how to use novels, journals, lexicons, hands-on activities and 

projects within the 90 minute block.   Hand-outs and samples of student work will be presented. 

 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Differentiating Instruction for All Learners to Ensure School Success 

Jennifer Trujillo, Fort Lewis College 

James McDonough, Heinle Cengage 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

Using Heinle's new Milestones series, educators will learn effective strategies on how to teach ESL 

students academic vocabulary, grammar, reading fluency and comprehension, and writing to ensure 

their academic success.  Ongoing assessment and differentiated instruction strategies will also be 

presented.    



 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 

Meeting Literacy Needs of ELLs in Dual Language Programs 

Lisette Calvo, Santillana USA 

 

All Interested Persons  11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom B Room Capacity 300 

 

Providing opportunities for students to read high-interest material is essential in Dual Language 

Programs.  The presenter will share a variety of dual language reading collections and will 

demonstrate how to achieve Spanish and English language literacy using these collections, as well 

as present an elementary Spanish language arts program. 

 

 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
 

Redefining Literacy and Media Education @ Web 2.0 

Melda Yildiz, William Paterson University 

 

Teacher Training  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

This participatory presentation explores the role of Web 2.0 technologies in K12 curriculum; offers 

creative strategies for integrating media literacy into K12 curriculum for teaching ELL/ CLD 

students by providing equitable access to exemplary cultural and linguistically responsive 

curriculum and instruction; and showcase online projects created by teacher candidates. 

 

 

Early Childhood Special Interest Group Meeting 

Sandee McHugh-McBride, NJTESOL-NJBE 

Karen Nemeth, New Jersey Department of Education 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

Attend this meeting to learn more about the Early Childhood Special Interest Group of NJTESOL-

NJBE.  Join your colleagues to discuss the latest research, policy, resources and trends for 

supporting English language learners in preschool and kindergarten. 

        

              



 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
 

Exploring Global Migration and Human Rights in the Dominican Republic & Haiti: 

A Teachers’ Reality Tour 

Kevin LaMastra, Linden Public Schools 

 

All Interested Persons  11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

The workshop will provide teachers with an over-view of the NJEA/Hipp Foundation project,  

“Friends Beyond Borders”   The presenter will discuss how the project provided an opportunity for 

ESL, World Languages and other subject area teachers to collaborate and involve the entire school 

in learning about UN Millennium Development Goals, global migration, human rights, and cultural 

tolerance. This project included a “reality tour” where 12 teachers were given an immersion 

experience in a developing country, visiting rural education centers and meeting with teachers, 

Peace Corps volunteers and community activists. 

 

Classroom assessments consistent with academic standards 

Ruth P. Griffith, Monika Grzegórzek, Katalin Iren Gyurian 

Kean University 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary   11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

Classroom assessments of ELLs should be consistent with academic standards.  This session 

examines three assessments and discusses their strengths and weaknesses in meeting state core 

curriculum standards, as well as TESOL and WIDA standards.  The assessments include graduated 

dictation (grade 5), picture-generated storytelling (grade 2), and cloze assessments (multiple 

grades). 

  

Teaching Science Concepts and Non-Fiction Literacy to ELLs 

Alice T. Gibson, Independent Literacy Consultant 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary   11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 

 

Vocabulary is central to the development of new conceptual frameworks. Learn how to teach 

academic content vocabulary, academic process vocabulary, and on-the-spot vocabulary using the 

7-Step Model of Vocabulary Instruction developed by Dr. Margarita Calderón.  Focus on how to 

link essential science content instruction to literacy instruction using on-line tools and print.               



 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm 
 

Building relationships to support young dual-immersion learners 

Marianne Cane, Anny Pichardo, Barbara Berger 

Englewood Pre-K @ Bergen Family Center 

 

Bilingual Pre-K elementary Education 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-166 Room Capacity 85 

 

This program presents the evolution of a Reggio-inspired dual-language immersion program. Our 

curriculum is emergent from the interest of the children and is based on the social relationships 

among the two preschool classes. 

 

A Heapful of Hints for Paired Reading 

Nancy B. Booth, Carmen Rivera 

Hudson County Community College 

 

ESL in Adult Education 11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 45 

 

Shared/paired reading improves reading comprehension and vocabulary within a student-centered 

approach, encouraging peer interaction and cooperative learning (so they say!). Try it out with us 

before you bring it back to your classroom or contribute your wisdom, and we'll share our trials and 

tribulations using it with adult students. Handouts 

 

Using Technology to Accelerate English Acquisition in K-12 

Eduardo Aparicio, Scholastic Education 

 

ESL in Secondary Education   11:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

Technology can effectively track and analyze English language learners' development of oral 

language and literacy, identifying individual needs and providing targeted practice based on those 

needs. The diversity of the English language learner population highlights the need for adaptive 

technology solutions to effectively address their needs and accelerate their progress. 

         

11:15 am – 1:15 pm 
 

Lively Grammar Lessons in the News(paper) 

Deborah Pires, Susan Khodabakhski 

Union County College 

 

ESL in Higher Education 11:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

Can't face another boring grammar class? Get that left brain moving! Learn a grammar system that 

describes English in a more accessible and practical way than traditional explanations. Use 

newspapers to develop motivating and high interest lessons. 



11:15 am – 1:15 pm 
 

Identification, Referral & Classroom Strategies for Bilingual Special Education 

Doreen Cruz, Daryl Wainer 

Orange City School District 

 

Bilingual Special Education 11:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 

 

This workshop will address how to identify bilingual students who are at risk, the referral process 

for special education and appropriate classroom instructional strategies to implement once the 

referral process is completed.               

 

Scaffolding Reading for ELLs 

Elke Apelbaum Savoy, NYC Department of Education 

 

ESL in Secondary Education 11:15 am – 1:15 pm 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

During this interactive workshop participants will experience and analyze scaffolds that support 

student interaction with text.  Participants will work with a text both as teachers and students. This 

session is based on socio cultural theory and is adapted from the West Ed Quality Teaching For 

English Learners (QTEL) program. 

  

11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
 

Instructing Adolescent ELLs:  Double the Work 

Fred Carrigg, NJTESOL/NJBE 

Masa Uzicanin 

 

All Interested Persons  11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom A  Room Capacity 300 

 

This seminar will look at what we (NJDOE) learned from participation in the Carnegie sponsored 

"Double the Work" Adolescent ELL National Literacy Panel. It explores the very difficult task of 

differentiating instruction for ELL students in the middle grades. The NJDOE's Office of Literacy 

developed a set of principles for middle grades ELL students, the Bilingual/ESL matrix, which 

offers scientific-based recommendations for instruction. 



 

11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
 

Engaging Students in Meaningful Conversation Leading to Deep Comprehension 

Linda Rourke, Sue Wilder 

Developmental Studies Center 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom C Room Capacity 300 

 

This session helps teachers scaffold comprehension, content, and language learning for ELs through 

read-alouds and purposeful talk. It includes strategies for building academic language and for 

teaching and using cooperative structures and prompts that get students talking to each other as they 

learn to make sense of text.                 

 

12:15 pm – 2:15 pm 
 

A Phonics-Based Approach to Reading and Spelling 

Kelly Yang, Manalapan-Englishtown Regional Schools 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  12:15 pm – 2:15 pm 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

Do your students struggle with decoding new words and spelling?  Is guided reading just not 

enough?  In this workshop, you will learn how to supplement your ESL reading program with 

multisensory phonics activities.  Using these techniques, you can help your students learn 

sound/symbol relationships, decode and spell words, build vocabulary and use metacognitive skills 

to problem solve. 
            

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
 

How to Use iPods to Teach ELL Students 

Thomas R. Amador, Maria D. Amador 

Perth Amboy Board of Education 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

This is an introduction to the use of IPODs in the classroom.  It will be a hands-on opportunity to 

see an IPOD up close and personal and learn some of what in can do to assist you and your students 

in second language acquisition. Class is limited to 30 since we will be bringing IPODs for the 

participants to work on.     



 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
 

Tradition and Hybrid:  Should We Hybrid? 

Lili Bruess, Georgian Court University 

 

Teacher Training  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

This session presents the results of a study on what perceptions ESL and BE teacher candidates 

have toward hybrid courses in an ESL/BE teacher preparation program. The qualitative analysis of 

the study is examined to investigate whether a hybrid course can serve as a catalyst for improving 

student learning.     

 

Learning Styles Theories and ESL Teaching 

Minoo Varzegar, PALS-Rutgers, Newark 

 

ESL in Higher Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

Learning theories explore psychological traits in cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains 

(Bloom, 1956) in receiving, analyzing, and processing information.  (Brown, 2006) Knowledge of 

learning styles will enable ESL educators to tailor their teaching methodology, materials and 

curricula to include all variations of human traits and make their teaching more effective. 

 

Discovering Fiction:  A Reader of American Short Stories from Cambridge 

Anita Berson, Ellen Zlotnick 

Cambridge University Press 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 162 Room Capacity 45 

 

These wonderful fiction selections will help students discover the joy of reading, and then learn 

literary appreciation, improve reading skills, grammar and vocabulary. This 3-level series is for 

low-intermediate to advanced Ss, young adult and adult. Discovering Fiction helps to develop 

readers, not just reading skills. 

Strategies of Instruction for pre-school ESL and dual language instruction 

Frances Ehrlich, Barbara Vitelli 

North Plainfield School District 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 164-166 Room Capacity 85 

 

Fran Ehrlich teaches ESL, pre-school Spanish, and dual language classes in both district and out-

sourced preschools in North Plainfield. She closely collaborates with Barbara Doyle of Growing 

Tree Nursery School to implement a comprehensive ESL, Spanish, and dual language curriculum. 



 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
 

English Learning Curriculum for Beginning Level ESL Adults 

James Butler, SanJae Educational Resources, Inc. 

 

ESL in Adult Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 45 

 

EASY is standards-based and correlated to BEST, CASAS & many State Standards. EASY offers a 

complete ESL curriculum that will take your students from absolute beginner to intermediate level. 

EASY makes it easy to teach your students: Grade 4 through High School, Adult Ed, EL Civics, 

EvenStart, Family Literacy or Migrant Ed. 

 

Moving Beyond Cloze:  Using Music to Reinforce Content 

Sara Spaner, North Plainfield High School 

 

ESL in Secondary Education  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

Help your students succeed in content area courses and perform well on standardized tests by using 

popular music as a resource.  Explore history, science, English literature and creative writing 

through song. 

 

12:30 pm – 2:30 pm 
 

Learn How Current Education and Immigration Policies Affect You and  

Your Students (NJTESOL/NJBE 4
th

 Annual Legislative Conference) 

Sean Hadley, NJ Principals and Supervisors Association 

Mary Jane Kurabinski, NJDOE, Office of Language Arts Literacy 

Timothy Peters, NJDOE, Director, Office of State Assessments 

Raquel Sinai, NJDOE, Bilingual Education Coordinator 

Ellen Wolock, NJDOE, Director, Office of Preschool Education 

 

All Interested Persons  12:30 pm – 2:30 pm 

Double Tree, Mirabelle Room Capacity 100 

 

Decisions made by the State Board of Education and by lawmakers affect YOU!  It’s been seven 

years since the enactment of NCLB and we recognize the enormous impact that this law and others 

have had on your teaching.  NOW is the time to learn more about NCLB and other legislation so 

that your voice as a New Jersey educator will be heard.   



 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
 

Language and Culture in ESL Classroom 

Vesna Radanovic-Kocic, New Jersey City University 

 

ESL in Higher Education  1:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Double Tree, Bernardsville Room Capacity 45 

 

The presentation provides ESL instructors with numerous techniques for teaching the American 

culture through the English language.  It identifies specific aspects of communicative competence 

where culture and language intersect and discusses classroom practices that promote learning of 

language and culture. 

 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
 

Modifying Methods and Materials for ELLs in Content Classrooms 

Judie Haynes, River Edge Public Schools 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom B Room Capacity 300 

 

Are your English language learners (ELLs) struggling with their content area classes?  Federal and 

state mandated standardized presents instructional challenges to mainstream teachers who work 

with ELLs.  What do classroom teachers need to know in order to effectively help ELLs? Learn 

hands-on, practical activities resulting from 27 years of collaboration with classroom teachers.             

 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
 

A Cultural Journey:  Motivational Tool for Learning a New Language 

Ivonne Diaz-Claisse, Spanish Educational Resources 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Double Tree, Bridgewater Room Capacity 80 

 

A cultural journey through Spanish speaking countries motivates students to learn another language.  

The presenter will demonstrate how to accomplish this by using basic educational resources like 

books and music.  During this workshop she will share her experiences with the various age groups 

(Pre-K to 2
nd

) and how to adapt the program accordingly. 



 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
 

Involving Immigrant & LEP Families in their Children’s Education 

Diana Autin, Myriam Alizo 

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 

 

Parents  1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Double Tree, Tewksbury Room Capacity 48 

 

Immigrant & LEP parents want to be involved in their children's education but face many 

challenges.  This workshop will share information on parents' legal rights to be involved and 

strategies to engage them in their children's education and in school improvement.  Hands-on 

activities will help participants develop action plans.      

 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 
 

LEADS:  The State Model for Middle Grades 

Caroline Knower, New Jersey Department of Education 

 

Teacher Training  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom A Room Capacity 300 

 

Literacy is Essential to Adolescent Development and Success.  In this presentation, participants will 

learn about the New Jersey state model for middle grades education.  (LEADS) The research behind 

the model will be discussed as well as the practical application for classroom teachers, coaches and 

administrators. 

 

Technology and Critical Thinking Skills in the Language Classroom 

Mahua De, Deborah Kemp-Jackson 

Union County College 

 

ESL in Higher Education  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Bedminster Room Capacity 48 

 

Technology is becoming an important element in the language classroom.  Students seem 

comfortable using different aspects of technology like PowerPoint, the Internet etc.  Yet, this 

facility indicates neither appropriate use of technology nor the application of critical thinking skills.  

The presenters will discuss activities to help students use technology effectively. 



 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 
 

Vocabulary and Comprehension for English-Language Learners 

Lauren Armour, Joan Walton 

Curriculum Associates 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 154 Room Capacity 45 

 

In this session we will explore effective strategies for increasing academic vocabulary and 

improving reading comprehension for students learning English.  We will use recent research on 

these topics to guide the discussion and participants will have the opportunity for hands-on 

activities. Handouts and resources provided. 

 

The Power of Storytelling in the ESL Classroom 

Rachael Pruitt 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 156-158 Room Capacity 85 

 

This popular hands-on workshop will update the presenter's previous offering in spring 2007. 

Specific examples of how storytelling can engage and inspire ESL learners K-12 will be 

demonstrated.  Participants will experience in a hands-on format how ESL students can create, 

write, and perform an original myth that reflects real life issues faced by students today.                 

 

Communicative Grammar Instruction in the Context of Writing 

Elena Nehrebecki, Hudson County Community College 

Diana Nehrebecki, Kean University 

 

ESL in Higher Education  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

The rigor of any academic curriculum prompts instructors to look for strategies which enable them 

to reduce abstract explanations and trigger the positive transfer of previous knowledge onto a new 

content as well as to provide multiple content-connected opportunities for practice.  Presenter-

created "gifts for editing" are demonstrated and handed out. 

 

Adult Education Special Interest Group Meeting 

Ana M. Cruz, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

ESL in Higher Education  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 168 Room Capacity 45 

 

The purpose of this meeting is to engage in a conversation about issues related to adult education in 

New Jersey. The meeting will provide the opportunity to assess the needs in the areas of adult 

education (ESL, GED, and Adult High School), and to propose effective ways to continue 

improving the delivery of adult education in our state.      



 

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 
 

Graphically Organized 

Sandra Kusulas, Perth Amboy Public Schools 

 

Bilingual Pre-K Elementary Education  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 

Double Tree, Princeton Room Capacity 72 

 

This workshop will demonstrate how to use graphic organizers to aid comprehension.  Graphic 

organizers are not just for writing they can be used for everything from organizing ideas for a 

journal entry to analyzing and comprehending a news article to braking down the steps for a math 

problem. 

 

1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Supports for preschool English learners:  What research tells us 

Peggy Freedson-Gonzalez, Montclair State University 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Ballroom C Room Capacity 300 

 

This seminar will highlight the existing knowledge base on bilingualism and second language 

acquisition in preschool-aged children, and the research that informs effective classroom practices 

to support language and literacy development in preschool English learners. The presentation will 

include discussion of video vignettes from classrooms where teachers work successfully with 

children from diverse language backgrounds.    

 

1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Communities of art:  from city to classroom 

Jacqueline Benevento, Karen Jogan 

Rowan University 

 

Teacher Training  1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Hillsboro Room Capacity 80 

 

Using the city of Philadelphia as a model, presenters will identify with visuals works of community 

artistic creativity and use them to design "looking questions" and classroom activities for English 

language learners.   The demonstration will prompt participants to create curriculum connections 

based on art from their own cities. 



 

1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

“Making the Jump:  developing curriculum backwards to move learners forward” 

Tara Maceyak, Pearson Longman ESL 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  1:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

Double Tree, Westfield Room Capacity 56 

 

With so much pressure to move ELLs quickly into the mainstream, a carefully crafted approach is 

needed to ensure students are properly prepared.  This session will explore how "Understanding by 

Design" offers the best opportunity to equip English learners with the skills they need to "make the 

jump" to the mainstream. 

 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
 

Differentiating Content Literacy Instruction for All Learners 

Barbara Andrews, Benchmark Education Company 

 

ESL in Pre-K Elementary Education  2:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

Exhibit Hall Conference Room Room Capacity 100 

 

How do you meet grade level content expectations and the diverse needs of all of your students in 

grades 3-6?  This session will focus on ways to develop academic content vocabulary, increase 

comprehension, and differentiate instruction while addressing a variety of reading levels for 

students reading on, above, or below grade level.  Particular emphasis will include supporting the 

needs of English Language Learners in the regular literacy or content area classroom.      

 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
 

Supervisors & Higher Education Special Interest Groups Joint Roundtable Discussions 

Diana Sefchik, NJTESOL/NJBE 

 

ESL in Higher Education  3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Double Tree, Parlor 160 Room Capacity 45 

 

The Supervisors and Higher Education Special Interest Groups will hold a joint meeting to review 

issues of concerns and trends of education from Pre-K to college programs for English language 

learners. 

 


