
2018 NJTESOL/NJBE ESL 
Secondary SIG Meeting:
Hot Topics

Hana Prashker
NJTESOL/NJBE ESL Secondary SIG 
Representative
hprashker@gmail.com
Dumont High School

mailto:hprashker@gmail.com


http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/Overview.pdf

Every Student Succeeds Act - Long Term Goals (p.26)

New Jersey’s plan requires that by 2030, for all students and all subgroups: 

• 95% of students will graduate from high school in four years, and 96% will 
graduate in five years. 

New Jersey’s plan requires that by 2023 : 

• 86% of English Learners will make expected progress towards English 
language proficiency



School and District Reporting: Enhancements (p.29)

Translation of reports into languages other than English

All Reports have been translated into Spanish. 
https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx


School and District Reporting: Enhancements (p.30)



ESSA School Accountability: Formula (p.39)



School and District Reporting: Enhancements (p.33)

Starting in school year 2017-2018 all English learners must 
demonstrate growth of approximately one level on the 
ACCESS for ELLs test per year for a maximum of 5 years



ESSA School Accountability: 
English Learner Progress Indicator (p. 47)



Progress toward achieving English language 
proficiency
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/plan.pdf (pp. 53-55)

Overall chart plus 3 specific examples

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/plan.pdf


Factoring English Learners into Other Indicators  (p.48)



Seal of Biliteracy
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/wl/biliteracy/over.htm

In order for students to be eligible to receive the Seal of 
Biliteracy, they must meet certain criteria:

● Students must demonstrate a proficiency level of 
Intermediate Mid in a World Language.

● Students must demonstrate proficiency in English by 
meeting State high school graduation requirements in 
English or its alternatives, including through 
State ELA assessments.

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/wl/biliteracy/over.htm


English Language Learner (ELL) Programs
http://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/policy/programs/guide.pdf

http://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/policy/programs/guide.pdf


Class Sizes (as of June 2017)

**These class 
sizes also 
reflect maximum 
size for classes 
with SLIFEs.

http://www.nj.g
ov/education/bil
ingual/policy/Im
plementingELL
Programs.pdf 
(p.8-9)

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf


Recommended Maximum Grade Grouping for ESL and 
Bilingual Classes. 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf 
(p.9)

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf


English Learner Entry and Exit Criteria

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/plan.pdf - APPENDIX F (pp375-386)

Appendix F.1: ELL State-Wide Definition

Appendix F.2: New Jersey Identification Process Forms

Appendix F.3: New Jersey Exit Process Form

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/plan.pdf


Exiting ELLs

A student can be eligible for exit if they score a 4.5 at any tier, 
but multiple measures must be taken into account before 
exiting. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/plan.pdf (p.384)

Appendix F.3: New Jersey Exit Process Form

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ESSA/plan/plan.pdf


ELL Exit Process
ELL Exit Step 1: Department-established standard on ELP test 

    • Exit criteria on WIDA Tests 

                o The student took the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 or WIDA MODEL and 
scored a composite proficiency level of 4.5 or higher; or 

                o The student took the Alternate ACCESS and scored a composite 
proficiency level of A3 Engaging or higher

ELL Exit Step 2: English Language Observation Form  (pages 385-386)



ELL Exit Process (continued)

Final Decision: 

Student is exited from ELL status because he/she meets received a “Yes” on ELL 
Exit steps 1 and 2

Or

Student is still an ELL because he/she received a “No” on ELL Exit steps 1 and/or 
2



ELLs with Disabilities
http://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/news/FAQse.htm 

“...neither federal nor state regulations prohibit a student who is receiving ESL 
services from being evaluated....” 

 http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf 
(p.13)

“District and/or school personnel do not have the authority under federal law to 
remove a student's ELL designation solely because the student has an IEP.”

http://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/news/FAQse.htm
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf


Students with a Limited or Interrupted Formal Education 
(SLIFEs or SIFEs):

a subset of ELL newcomers to U.S. schools, above the age of 
seven, who have missed more than six consecutive months 
of formal schooling prior to enrolling in a U.S. school and/or 
are more than two years below grade level in content due to 
limited educational supports.



 Parent Advisory Committee 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/programs/guid
e.pdf 

A parent advisory committee must be established so that 
parents can provide input about ELL programs for all 
programs EXCEPT the English Language Services (ELS) and 
English as a Second Language (ESL) programs.

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/programs/guide.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/programs/guide.pdf


Implementation of World Languages Graduation 
Requirements for ELLs

Students' Native Language - ELLs may use their native language to satisfy the 
requirement when entering the ninth grade or at subsequent grade levels as 
newly arrived students from their native country. Students that have been 
speaking their native language since a very young age and throughout their prior 
educational experience will satisfy the world languages requirement. Districts may 
do proficiency testing, if desired. 

Study of English - ELLs who take an additional English or English as a Second 
Language (ESL) class may use that second English class to fulfill the world 
languages requirement.

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/wl.htm 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/wl.htm


High School Graduation Assessment Requirements 
The Classes of 2018 and 2019 – Students graduating as members of the Classes 
of 2018 and 2019 can meet graduation assessment requirements through any of 
these three pathways: 

(1) Achieving passing scores on high-level PARCC assessments; 

(2) Achieving certain scores on alternative assessments such as the SAT, ACT, or 
Accuplacer; or 

(3) The submission by the district of a student portfolio through the Department’s 
portfolio appeals process. (Special Education students whose Individualized 
Education Plans (IEPs) specify an alternative way to demonstrate proficiencies 
will continue to follow the graduation requirements set forth in their IEPs.) 



High School Graduation Assessment Requirements

The Class of 2020 – Students in the Class of 2020 can demonstrate graduation 
assessment proficiency through the same three pathways as those in the Classes 
of 2017 through 2019, provided that students in the Class of 2020 take all PARCC 
assessments associated with the high-school level courses for which they were 
eligible* and receive valid scores, as of the September 6, 2016 effective date the 
amendments were adopted by the State Board of Education. 



High School Graduation Assessment Requirements

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/parents/GradReq.pdf 

The Class of 2021 and Beyond – Starting with the Class of 2021, students will only 
have two pathways to meet the high school graduation assessments 
requirements:

(1) Pass the ELA 10 and Algebra 1 assessments; or 

(2) The submission by the district of a student portfolio through the Department’s 
portfolio appeals process, assuming the student has taken all PARCC 
assessments associated with the high-school level courses for which they were 
eligible* and receives valid scores. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/parents/GradReq.pdf


Portfolio Appeals and High School Graduation for ELLs
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/appeals.htm 

Districts may translate constructed response tasks (CRTs) into an ELL's native language, and an ELL 
may respond in his/her native language.  The PARCC Portfolio Appeals program also allows electronic 
translators, Dragon speak, etc.   The district must translate or transcribe the student's responses and the 
CRTs into English before sending the PARCC Portfolio Appeals to NJDOE.  The MAC II Test of English 
Language Proficiency is not required for the PARCC Portfolio Appeals program.

Note: For an ELL to test in his/her native language, ELL status must be determined by a 
State-approved English language proficiency test (see http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/), 
and an ELL must currently be enrolled in a language assistance program. In addition, he/she must have 
entered a U.S. school, not including Puerto Rico, in the ninth grade or later. If you have questions 
regarding the eligibility requirements for ELLs, please contact ELL@doe.nj.gov.

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/appeals.htm
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/


ALL 9th, 10th and 11th Graders MUST take PARCC
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/PARCCELLsFAQ.htm 

Q: With PARCC, will any newcomers to high school (designated <) be 
exempt from language arts (LA) portion of the test?  All English language 
learners (ELLs) tested in grades 9, 10, and 11?

A:  Newly arrived EL high school students must participate in the PARCC ELA/L 
assessments with the appropriate EL test accommodations only if they need to 
take the assessment to meet graduation requirements.

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/PARCCELLsFAQ.htm


ELLs and PARCC
Q: Will students whose parents refused services still receive ELL 
accommodations?

A: Yes.  They should receive ELL accommodations until they exit ELL status.

Q: Do English Learners receive 150 percent time for the PARCC 
assessments?

A: English Learners may have the testing accommodation of "extended time".  
Students with extended time have until the end of the school day to complete a 
single unit of testing during the prescribed window; therefore, time is not limited to 
150 percent time.



WIDA ACCESS Score Reports



Considerations for ESL Grading Recommendations
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/grading.pdf 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/grading.pdf


Monitoring Exited ELLs

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap8.pdf 

3 Sample Tools

1 -  MONITORING ENGLISH LEARNER PROGRESS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY

2  - MONITORING ENGLISH LEARNER PROGRESS IN CORE CONTENT AREAS

3 -  DIGITAL PROGRESS MONITORING

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/chap8.pdf


Age limit for ELLs

http://nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/ParentHandbook.pdf (p.2)

Grades 9 – 12 (High School): Children usually enter high 
school at age 14 and graduate at age 18. However, a student 
can remain in high school up to age 20. 

http://nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/ParentHandbook.pdf


Driver’s Education

High Schools are only allowed to give the written Permit test in English.

Some districts allow ELL teacher to explain language on the test. Other districts 
do not allow teachers to explain language on the test.

Manuals in languages other than English are not available at DMVs.

NJ Drivers Manual in Spanish at: 
https://driving-tests.org/new-jersey/nj-drivers-manual-spanish/ 

https://driving-tests.org/new-jersey/nj-drivers-manual-spanish/


ELL Student Profile
Name: Fung Chin

Language: Chinese
Country of Origin: Republic of China
Born in United States: N
Year of Entry into United States: 2015

Fung, a 9th grader, has a good sense of humor. 
He enjoys working with other students in small groups. 
This year, the hope is that he will ask teachers for help 
in his content-area classes when he does not 
understand, rather than wait for teachers to ask him.

ACCESS or WIDA Scores



NJDOE Bilingual/ESL Podcasts

http://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/podcasts/

On the bottom of this page, there is also a link at the bottom 
for Archived Podcasts.

http://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/podcasts/


NJTESOL/NJBE Scholarships 
for High School ELLS

■ $1,500 Raquel Sinai Newcomer Scholarship – a student in ESL and/or 
bilingual classes in grade 12

■ $2,000 Pedro J. Rodriguez scholarship – an ESL/bilingual high school 
senior who plans to study in a New Jersey college

■ $2,000 Seal of Biliteracy Scholarship – a high School Senior or a current 
college student – a current or former ESL/bilingual student who earned the 
NJ Seal of Biliteracy in 2016 or 2017 OR who will receive it in 2018

http://njtesol-njbe.org/scholarships/ - applications due in April

http://njtesol-njbe.org/scholarships/


Talking Points for                                                                        
Next Generation of Statewide Assessments 

English Learners are over-tested. Much instructional time is wasted due to the 

onslaught of testing (ACCESS, PARCC and NJSLA-S). 

ESL and bilingual teachers are often used as administrators and proctors for all of 

the assessments, thus classes are cancelled or covered by substitutes for weeks 

at a time. 

These students would benefit from instruction, rather than sitting                             

for assessments that are not valid for their particular circumstances. 



Talking Points (continued)
Suggestions: 

1. Choose an assessment that provides differentiated versions with linguistically 
appropriate text according to an English learner’s English proficiency level and 
more appropriate accommodations; e.g. digital bilingual dictionaries; glossaries, 
more visuals, simplified directions. 

Ensure that accommodations on statewide assessment are equitably 
administered. (Voice on Math, scribe, translation of directions, bilingual 
dictionaries) 



Talking Points (continued)

2. Provide assessments in Spanish (in accordance with ESSA requirements)

3. Provide alternative assessment for ELs as a graduation requirement 
(ACCUPLACER ESL). 

4. One assessment in high school at a time when ELs will have a greater chance of 
passing (11th grade). 

5. Exemption for all first year ELs (grades 3 – high school) in ELA. 



#NJTESOLBE

Presentations & Handouts for Some Spring Conference 2018 
Workshops: 
http://www.njtesol-njbe.org/handouts18/index.htm 

http://www.njtesol-njbe.org/handouts17/index.htm

