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Who are we?

Amy Peabody

Currently...
-3rd Grade ESL Teacher

Experience as…
-Kindergarten ESL & Bilingual 
Teacher

Jack Meyers

Currently...
-3rd Grade Bilingual Teacher

Experience as…
-Grades 2 and 4-6 ESL Teacher
-Grades 3-5 Bilingual Teacher



Who are “emergent bilinguals”?

❏ English Language Learners (ELLs)
❏ Students with ANY level proficiency in ANY two languages
❏ SIFEs (Students with Interrupted/Incomplete Formal 

Education)
❏ Students with literacy skills in ANY two languages



“
My evidence (of successful emergent bilinguals) comes from 
the classrooms and from listening to bilingual children. From 
the bilingual eleven year old who once told me: “Spanish 
runs through my heart, but English rules my veins,” 
concretely expressing that for him there is one language 
system that cannot be separated because otherwise it would 
lead to his death. From the five year old Spanish-speaker 
who was learning English by repeating after the teacher, 
“That tree is grander.” From the teacher who tells me that 
her young first graders are always talking to themselves in 
Spanish, even when working through English.

-Ofelia Garcia, CUNY and TC @ Columbia Professor, 2016



-8 years old
-SIFE (Student with Incomplete Formal 
Education)
-Reading at Kindergarten Level in 
September in Spanish
-Struggled to write own name 
independently in September

This is what an emergent bilingual is 
capable of with appropriate, effective, 
and individualized intervention.

-After 2 months in the Bilingual Program, 
this EB is reading and comprehending a 
1st Grade informational text with teacher 
guidance.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1iMFfOP25KoOSr1GD4ybeEN1l-NVZ00bk/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1iMFfOP25KoOSr1GD4ybeEN1l-NVZ00bk/view


Literacy Tools that Promote Bilingualism

❏ Newsela.com
❏ Raz-Kids.com
❏ Pebblego.com
❏ Kiddle.co
❏ Flocabulary
❏ Shared Google Classroom
❏ High frequency word binders

Spending Time in Both Languages
1) Reading a passage in L1 transfers to similar topic and/or skill reading in L2
2) Developing research skills => elevates reading interest in emergent 

bilinguals
3) “Subiendo” or “growing” vocabulary words 



Translanguaging Using Writing Models



Literacy Activities that Promote Bilingualism



Literacy Activities that Promote Bilingualism



Literacy Activities that Promote Bilingualism





Rasgos de No-ficción:



Setting Up Emergent Bilinguals for Success



Setting Up Emergent Bilinguals for Success



❏ Living Cognate Chart

❏ 1 Language, 1 Color

❏ Content specific (when necessary)

❏ Language function specific

Translanguaging & Multiple Exposures





Multi-sensory Strategies

-sand trays
-magnet letters (remove, replace, rearrange)
-manipulative syllable cards
-dry erase dice 

*hand signs for vowels with transitioning 
students







Student A

Student B



Video of Multi-Sensory Lesson

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1eM1njEClNV5Z7bWxzt9RZDZsBQuzJqw-/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1eM1njEClNV5Z7bWxzt9RZDZsBQuzJqw-/view


Vowels, Vowels, and Vowels! (AMY 
PICTURE OF VOWELS IN SMALL 
GROUP)

❏ Vowel buckets/tents
❏ Syllable blending 



Word to Word Dictionary Practice



Personal Word Wall



So… What Does All of This Growth Look Like? 

May 21, 2019

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1OqK509_eUjjnYNxzEgEGZ9ddIudBlI0b/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1OqK509_eUjjnYNxzEgEGZ9ddIudBlI0b/view


Final Thoughts...



Our Padlet: https://padlet.com/jackrmeyers/emergentbilinguals

https://padlet.com/jackrmeyers/emergentbilinguals


Citations/Additional 
Resources

● Ofelia Garcia in Psychology Today
○ https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blo

g/life-bilingual/201603/what-is-
translanguaging

● Bilingual KidSpot
● Tea with BVP Podcast
● A Guide to Translanguaging by CUNY (Kate 

Seltzer, et. al.)
● “Who Are Emergent Bilinguals and Why Do 

They Matter?”

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/life-bilingual/201603/what-is-translanguaging
https://bilingualkidspot.com/2018/11/11/bilingualism-definition-facts-fiction/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=504707440_18084346_238941
http://www.teawithbvp.com/
https://www.cuny-nysieb.org/translanguaging-resources/translanguaging-guides/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2019-spring-sigs/sp19-sigs-bilingual-ed-emergent/&source=gmail&ust=1559051482400000&usg=AFQjCNFSEdNWb_NQKIOZaFjh8uh2iKQ2AA
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