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Newcomers @Bernards High School

● The majority of students in our Newcomers Program are SLIFEs 
● Come from Central America

○ Honduras → Spanish speakers
○ Guatemalan→ Spanish and Mam speakers
○ Paraguay → Spanish and Guarani speakers

● Have a wide range of background knowledge about technology 
● Previous educational experiences range from first grade education up to 

completing high school, with the average being a 3rd grade education. 
● Many students live in non-traditional family settings or have experienced trauma 

before or during their journey here. 
● Many of our high schoolers are independent and work full time in addition to 

school, live alone and support themselves. 



Newcomers @Bernards High School
● Newcomers Program

○ ELL Bilingual Math (1 full year)
○ ELL Bilingual Social Studies (semester)
○ ELL Bilingual Science (semester)
○ ELL Transitional Skills (1 full year)
○ Beginner ESL English(1 full year)
○ Beginner ESL(1 full year)

● ELL Transitional Skills Curriculum
○ Semester 1

■ School
■ Time 
■ Calendar 
■ Seasons
■ Numbers
■ Money

○ Semester 2
■ Computer Skills
■ Typing
■ Google Suite
■ Research
■ Reading for Information



Technology and ELs

● According to ¡Colorín Colorado!, 
“English language learners' experience with technology can vary 
greatly from one student to the next. Some kids may have never 
used a computer. Others may be doing all of the troubleshooting!”

● What is Digital Citizenship?
Well, first citizenship, which is formally defined as “the quality of an 
individual’s response to membership in a community.” This makes 
citizenship far more complex than a simple legal matter, but rather one that 
consists of self-knowledge, interaction, and intimate knowledge of a place, 
its people, and its cultural history. So digital citizenship is nearly the same 
thing–“the quality of a response to membership in a digital community” 
(Teach Thought, 2017)

● A definition for educators: Digital Citizenship is “The quality of habits, 
actions, and consumption patterns that impact the ecology of digital content 
and communities.” (Teach Thought, 2017)

http://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-ells/technology-english-language-learners
https://www.teachthought.com/the-future-of-learning/the-definition-of-digital-citzenship/
https://www.teachthought.com/the-future-of-learning/the-definition-of-digital-citzenship/




Technology and ELs
● Students are part of a digital community within their school and within their world. 
● Technology is an “intrinsic part of the classroom.” 

○ Use of visual supports
○ Assists visual learners
○ Aides in self-learning
○ **Technology has its place, but also has to be kept in its place. It's a supplemental 

asset, not a magic bullet, that needs to be used strategically. It's great to enhance 
reading instruction, for writing for authentic audiences all over the world (and 
not just the teacher), and for providing a way for students to learn from mistakes 
they make through self-correcting exercises that only they — and not the whole 
world — sees. However, nothing beats face-to-face interaction, nuanced 
instruction, and personal encouragement. (¡Colorín Colorado!)

● Preparing ELs to be 21st-Century learners

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/creating-community-learners
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/preparing-ells-be-21st-century-learners


Technology and ELs
● Challenges 

○ Language skills and vocabulary
○ Limited Access outside of school time
○ Different levels of Experience
○ School infrastructure → school access to technology and resources
○ Keeping Up → new jargon and technology

● Survey of 117 teachers in 2002 regarding Special Education and EL students technology 
learning conducted by the Visilearn Company identified the most effective strategies as: 
○ Hands-on labs
○ Simple, step-by-step instructions
○ Lots of large graphics
○ Information presented in small chunks
○ Real-world exercises

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/preparing-ells-be-21st-century-learners


Technology and ELs
● Presenting Class Material

○ Tasks: Computer tutorials should be organized by tasks: the things most students want to do with the program.
○ Steps: For each task, concise, step-by-step instructions should be provided.
○ Illustrations: Each step should be illustrated with a computer screenshot that shows exactly what to do. The bigger the 

illustration, the better.
○ Reinforcement: At the end of each important task, stand-alone exercises should be included to give students an opportunity to 

practice the tasks. Including multiple exercises will ensure that students who work quickly will remain occupied.

● Build Vocabulary
○ Find out what students know
○ Review the basics
○ Use props and demonstrations
○ Check comprehension

● Use handouts → screenshot is your friend! 

● Create simple assignments for beginners → work with known information

● Extended practice time → guiding the mouse, clicking, double-clicking, dragging, scrolling, search engines

● Use pair and group work → collaborative documents, peer-teaching

● Establish meaningful goals → motivation comes from content that is interesting and relevant

● Teach students to consider the source

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/preparing-ells-be-21st-century-learners


Typing Club

● Free!
○ Paid version available
○ Free version offers up to 2 teachers 

and up to 3 classes
● 100 lessons on the keyboard
● Begin in September

○ Teach about the parts of the 
keyboard, parts of the chromebook, 
safety

● Navigating and logging in skills
● Multiple uses

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLYTAwYW3DThvGe-000YZlDKKHKtCl4KPA46XA6ijho/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Gs6Qx_S1gxXAWhhVy8VXQWtCJQ0OhHZFNRFY9TZT-YI/edit#slide=id.p


Typing Club - Student View



Typing Club - Teacher View



Typing Games

www.typing.com → Typing Games

Typing Games Zone

ENSE-LANG

Virtual Piano 

https://www.typinggames.zone/
https://games.sense-lang.org/EN.php
https://recursivearts.com/virtual-piano/


● Build Vocabulary
● Use handouts → screenshot is your 

friend! 
● Google Drive

○ Create folders for each class
○ Practice saving to a location for 

each new document
○ NAME YOUR DOCUMENTS!!!!!!!!!!!! 

NO UNTITLED!!!!!!!!!!!
○ Organize unsorted documents at 

the end of the year



● Build Vocabulary
● Use handouts → screenshot is your 

friend! 
● Google Classroom

○ Label parts in both languages to 
create connections, multiple 
meaning words

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16nnxsJSgWEPNpsdOyZ4yivs3FXFYzmQqQljfKvmbBmQ/edit


Presenting Material
● Hands-on labs
● Simple, step-by-step instructions
● Lots of large graphics
● Information presented in small chunks
● Real-world exercises

www.inpics.net

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/preparing-ells-be-21st-century-learners


● Chunk information
● Focus on a couple of skills at a time
● Embed skills in content-related tasks
● Google Docs

○ Part 1→ create documents, 
cut/copy/paste text, format text and 
paragraphs, research and 
insert/format images

○ Part 2→ Employ Tables 
○ Part 3→ formal writing techniques, 

organization, headers, page numbers



● Tasks: Computer tutorials should be organized by tasks: 
the things most students want to do with the program.

● Steps: For each task, concise, step-by-step instructions 
should be provided.

● Illustrations: Each step should be illustrated with a 
computer screenshot that shows exactly what to do. The 
bigger the illustration, the better.

● Reinforcement: At the end of each important task, 
stand-alone exercises should be included to give 
students an opportunity to practice the tasks. Including 
multiple exercises will ensure that students who work 
quickly will remain occupied.

● Example→ 



The Renaissance 
- Text and Images

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d-kiN5q4S3_0cvgKhlUoFUVzB5BEodUUjWkdO2MzPG4/edit


The Reformation - 
Longer, Academic Tasks

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ch0zqsN0ErFpUUbq_ZOFFFTk19Rw1NYPJMPCWN4LwDI/edit


The Cells Outline - Creating 
Outlines to Summarize 
Information

Cloze

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xAI0FT9s9gnKavgM_HBpgJx9_PGDR1Rj8SYH59E-rSA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yy8uC62TjxlBeyVT5YOEta9pw79uXH_zbgSZmc1ilVU/edit


Photosynthesis Lab Report - Summative

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hxbz25G5uT7tb-ejdL20b2ZqIgXDScCu63xvYMeafOo/edit




● Google Slides
○ Part1 → create presentations, new 

slides, format text, insert images or 
gifs, employ themes

○ Part 2 → creating charts, shapes, 
background images, word art, 
format/crop images, slide layouts, 
rearrange slides

○ Part 3→ animated text, graphics and 
slide transitions



All About Me - Creating Presentations

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v49fb_KStfVHbv0_us8OE9W06QjG9t9JP02wk4aGlLo/edit#slide=id.p


Genetics- Creating Charts, Word Art

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iPZADX-pRacuV4o3nJE19HkZrFw7G4ICPOAdZ7Dg92Y/edit#slide=id.p


Genetics- Creating Charts, Word Art

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iPZADX-pRacuV4o3nJE19HkZrFw7G4ICPOAdZ7Dg92Y/edit#slide=id.p


● Google Sheets
○ Part 1 → Operations with Two 

Values (add, subtract, multiply, 
divide, sum), format text and boxes

○ Part 2 → create multiple tabs, 
formatting text, adjusting columns 
and rows, AUTOFILL, multiple 
worksheets in 1 document

○ Part 3→ collect data and create 
graphs or charts, employ functions 
such as total



Snack Order - Calculations



School Schedule - Multiple Tabs



Wolf Pups in Yellowstone Data - Graphs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16qOpjZ8qL7TGqcih9IIStem1tUzNB3zMQ2s6dpa628k/edit


Wolf Pups in Yellowstone Data

Student Responses: 

➢ For lack of food. 
➢ Because some don’t have food and energy. 
➢ For lack of food and attention to puppies. 
➢ Because in other years they did not open more survivors. 
➢ I think more pups survived in some year may be because the change of 

whether or there was less food. 
➢ Because God wanted it that way. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16qOpjZ8qL7TGqcih9IIStem1tUzNB3zMQ2s6dpa628k/edit


Populations and Communities



Populations and Communities







Some Further Scaffolds

● Have extra copies of what you are doing on the board 
already printed for students who struggle to see the board 
or need bigger text

● Modify or shorten length of practices and projects for newer 
students with slower fingers

● Model one-on-one
● Pair with a proficient student
● Share your copy with students or provide an example of the 

finished product
● Review skills
● Know your students
● Domain 4 → Students become the teachers!





Resources (please email me at lfalk@shsd.org if you require access to any of the 

documents or you would like them as a Microsoft attachment)

● Keyboard
○ Presentation
○ Printable

● Google Signs and Definitions
● Google Icons
● Google Drive

○ Label
○ Vocabulary

● Google Classroom
○ Label

● Typing
○ Punctuation Keys
○ Punctuation Keys 2 and Answers
○ Shortcut Keys
○ Emoticons

● Google Docs
○ Label
○ Vocabulary
○ Practice 1
○ Project 1 “Making a Pizza”
○ Practice 2
○ Project 2 make a copy of Project 1 and add a second page
○ Project 3 and Example → cell review study guide
○ Formal Writing in Documents

■ Cloze copy for students
● Google Slides

○ Label
○ Vocabulary
○ Practice 1
○ Project 1 “All About Me”
○ Practice 2

■ 1. Photosynthesis and Cellular Respiration
■ 2. The Cell Cycle

mailto:lfalk@shsd.org
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Gs6Qx_S1gxXAWhhVy8VXQWtCJQ0OhHZFNRFY9TZT-YI/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLYTAwYW3DThvGe-000YZlDKKHKtCl4KPA46XA6ijho/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hJCMbzDMKXNM2d2BaFzftq_U3qcnQh-utyjzFEz8nms/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D0MwZ4FtADiCS5URZAbU1EdYqO6xCWUkB13apeHFmmo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rTbE2ZiiFKxwckajabKZ18YkrhCi5hkWvX_H0xuW99A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aBF_XMRv7cOhxeDAe-rKDKcYXBuUJ8_6gFPvAZROf_U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16nnxsJSgWEPNpsdOyZ4yivs3FXFYzmQqQljfKvmbBmQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17RnfWsgiVaGOyDe3KW82aw3NWS19BEOfthTdpyL0POI/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11JjYUeIzoAV-K8xdzLevI6tJQyy1tW3aai0wrVNpvMQ&authuser=2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PEL35Yyn_LdiPC1fzG7PbvwVfbcHKjrnY83vkflblbs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MDykucJiHPSb2chamkIqLc16wW9_qImcnIcr1iy_u6I/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TRZQH3GuhthAoxMx-VyspUfHFDtqeOOtf5NzzcgyOe8&authuser=2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XRUhqQgZZWoxQEw_1twOG_YFZS75tDmJ5eOx6KNDbaI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FMW2Rr_v9L0GeCWoKZuyf1VCo8P2lo1b2tSD6XXTHvw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AxstRcyuKHRLILB9lY_qunDM9jYNokaq5tSJ5QIQ9Xw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13r8MlJF6vIxE-fnOOrKqHABkOi8o9Me3E1lzoUunrho/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e_b5GRr1FpDjAKSSRx6mcoy_T5inXTWYgHK8PuD5JRk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lFFqLohk6wnabWl0CLIdoC-HDXwTh62FZqW-FHIFw6c/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-lbECXlPL18zZ-bcAEs_cWBcp_5OT7Ph4fmM2L1GyZY/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17UU2qKviz2KpB6m_6y7Bf70NLFwB0TA4EISdzv9HJNM/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16Eycq1c1PM6h9zfrO2sWrmeXE7mQwkprtyYmTpS2Dms/edit#slide=id.gf087dc5f1_0_20
https://docs.google.com/document/d/183gRob3CMmC5QkuXcL3RKVncM3u6ukE1giurPI9jL5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1m4XojZDxOVj7R-2SH6lAKeY4oRf20hQkbt50njdIh6I/edit#slide=id.g1da8a540b2_0_10
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_cJKs-QQwLsuWtjAXJXkuMI-V3dxuSmPLdayAxxCRWI/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qdEx-P44I03Y3ZnoLg18NPTq454VUILaK_wi-QKTWY8/edit#slide=id.g1d4fba1695_0_125
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19AbVXGyRo6wIkumno1B70M8SUKadTubVtqpahw2-Js0/edit#slide=id.p


Resources con’t (please email me at lfalk@shsd.org if you require access to any 

of the documents or you would like them as a Microsoft attachment)

● Google Slides con’t
○ Project 2 and Example “Energy”
○ Project 3: Add Animations Guide → Make a copy 

of Project 1 and add animations to all text, 
images and slides. 

○ Genetics Study Guide Example

● Google Sheets
○ Label
○ Vocabulary
○ Practice 1 “Basic Calculations” 
○ Project 1 “School Lunch Menu”
○ Practice 2 “School Schedules”
○ Project 2 “My Schedule”
○ Practice 3 “Class Birthdays/Favorite Colors”
○ Project 3 “Social Media”
○ Project 4 “Death Valley Desert”

■ US Climate Data Website
○ Final Project Part 1

■ Example
○ Final Project Part 2

■ Kids Do Ecology Website

mailto:lfalk@shsd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xydl5QOBT66bI-BOW1rux32Ir3It1zuiJrLZCcLmtfs/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1W3VDo0XK1rT27A2GNjhy7J10_HGPZQ6HmjHHY9jSeWM/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YZD0IfxIty3T_or7-ObH40PYKNfjto5h11ePV-Yti4s/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18cE_L_cVHFuaDR2GVWq9UfIRQhGuecWElyJ2QedhpQE/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/145TkTflFTMdLWboJ21YhZgMWX2dQSgS_vd-bHWXndf8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KJUGtKaesqwYTd-La7JmI6-e6Eh497cc1aZSbifW8vA/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KbrxxHzXuXA1ArEfD95_75nECVLOHAe0q9Nvf6SAWe4/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tvq8nqqkUio4osqK-jzEtQdEEugqyRw3xnwc6i4nSJo/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19szHTjqE3qfywptxbVu0fptKPKY_HGN7Fr1gohg8YBM/edit#gid=244267989
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14c2E2wC4Kw156iy9ayWoNvgSI-NroBjPNixWvrSotCg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Y6evSrISPk2doLX6u8kBav27SXZd2_j852RnfETz85A/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12k4HmmwVC_8R_G4nD0kv5l8AvHXBWlt9kzuEMPCXZJQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/2/d/157sFcbWPIRiQ8QIwsgwQRa_t5YxdacJMUpnt4Dkc29I/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=106781067215969589897
https://www.usclimatedata.com/climate/death-valley/california/united-states/usca0286
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLzsLNRdfpO8fBUAwRCREbPuvhuCKtbil6beMWsGxts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11H0DD5d1g8EhW5EXpDj6ge0i7xDXhDqNd6mnzo-Wt58/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLzsLNRdfpO8fBUAwRCREbPuvhuCKtbil6beMWsGxts/edit
http://kids.nceas.ucsb.edu/biomes/index.html

