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Objec9ves	
• Provide	overview	of	the	different	sources	of	ACCESSS	data	available	
•  Individual	student	reports	
•  Student	roster	reports	
•  School	frequency	reports	
• District	frequency	reports	
•  State	frequency	reports	

• Discuss	what	can	be	gleaned	and	uTlized	from	those	reports	
• Discuss	Alternate	ACCESS	for	ELLs	score	reports	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	
• Purpose	of	ACCESS	for	ELLs	is	to	monitor	student	yearly	progress	in	
developing	English	academic	language	proficiency	and	to	support	decisions	
on	students	exiTng	English-language	support	services	

• Grounded	in	WIDA	English	Language	Development	Standards	and	
emphasizes	importance	of	academic	language	

•  Four	domains:	Listening,	Reading,	WriTng,	and	Speaking	

• Online	and	Paper	versions	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	Online	
• ACCESS	Online	Listening	and	Reading	domains	are	adapTve	by	stages	

•  Six	common	entry	items	are	administered,	then	students	routed	every	
three	items	(themaTcally	linked	folders)	based	on	performance	

•  Tier	A,	Tier	B,	Tier	C	
•  Tier	A	has	six	fewer	total	items	than	Tier	B	and	C	

•  Listening	and	Reading	must	be	administered	first;	these	scores	inform	Ter	
placement	for	the	producTve	domains	of	Speaking	and	WriTng	
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ACCESS	Online	Listening	test	structure	
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ACCESS	Online	Reading	test	structure	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	Online	Speaking	
• Within	Speaking	and	WriTng	domains,	no	9er	changing	aAer	ini9al	
placement	

•  Speaking	Ter	placement	(Listening	scores	given	slightly	greater	weight	than	
Reading)	

•  Tier	Pre-A	
•  Tier	A	
•  Tier	B/C	
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ACCESS	Online	Speaking	test	structure	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	Online	Wri9ng	
• Within	Speaking	and	WriTng	domains,	no	9er	changing	aAer	ini9al	
placement	

• WriTng	Ter	placement	(Reading	scores	given	slightly	greater	weight	than	
Listening)	

•  Tier	A	
•  Tier	B/C	

ACCESS	Online	Speaking	and	Wri9ng	
both	scored	centrally	by	trained	raters	



©2019	Board	of	Regents	of	the	University	of	Wisconsin	System	

ACCESS	Online	Wri9ng	test	structure	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	Paper	
•  Teachers	select	Ter	placement	for	students	for	all	four	domains		

•  Tier	A	
•  Tier	B/C	

•  Listening	&	Reading	domains	are	machine-scored	

• WriTng	responses	centrally	scored	by	trained	human	raters	

•  Speaking	scored	locally	by	Speaking	test	administrators	
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Interpre9ve	Guide	for	Score	Reports	
• Contains	detailed	informaTon	on	ACCESS	scores	

• Contains	informaTon	on	ACCESS	for	ELLs	score	reports	

• Updated	annually	

• Available	on	WIDA	website:	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-interpreTve-guide-score-
reports	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	scores	
• Raw	scores	–	actual	number	of	items	or	tasks	students	responded	to	
correctly;	raw	scores	are	not	reported	because	generally	not	useful	for	
interpreTng	student	performance	

•  Scale	scores	
•  Take	into	account	differences	in	item	difficulty		

• ACCESS	is	verTcally	scaled	to	allow	for	comparisons	over	Tme	–	within	
a	domain	 350	scale	score	for	Reading	is	not	

necessarily	equal	to	350	scale	score	
for	Wri9ng	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	scores	
• Proficiency	level	(PL)	scores	are:	
•  InterpretaTons	of	grade-level	specific	scale	scores	
• Domain	specific	

• But	can	be	compared	across	domains	

• Based	on	the	six	WIDA	ELP	levels	

• Useful	for	monitoring	growth	over	Tme		

A	Reading	scale	
score	of	355	for	a	
4th	grader	may	
convert	to	a	4.5	PL,	
but	355	in	Reading	
for	a	5th	grader	may	
convert	to	a	4.0	PL	

As	grade	goes	up,	
so	do	expecta9ons	
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	scores	
• Composite	scores	

• Oral	language	(50%	Speaking	&	50%	Listening)	
•  Literacy	(50%	WriTng	&	50%	Reading)	

• Comprehension	(70%	Reading	&	30%	Listening)	

• Overall	(35%	Reading,	35%	WriTng,	15%	Listening,	&	15%	Speaking)	

• Use	composite	scores	with	cauTon	–	they’re	compensatory	and	can	mask	
uneven	profiles	
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Score Report Audience or 
Stakeholder Types of Information 

1. Individual 
Student Report 

•  Students 
•  Parents/ Guardians 
•  Teachers 
•  School Teams 

Individual student’s scale scores and 
language proficiency levels for each 
language domain and four composites.  

ACCESS	Score	Reports:	Individual	Score	Reports			
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Individual	Student	Reports	
• UTlize	informaTon	in	the	Proficiency	Level	descriptors,	but	keep	in	mind	
these	aren’t	comprehensive;	more	informaTon	in:		

• Performance	Level	DefiniTons	for	all	domains	(Appendix	A,	InterpreTve	
Guide	for	Score	Reports)		

•  InterpreTve	Rubrics	for	Speaking	and	WriTng	(Appendix	E,	InterpreTve	
Guide	for	Score	Reports)	

•  If	previous	year’s	ISR	is	available	to	compare,	how	much	growth	was	
shown?	How	contrast	with	how	much	growth	expected?	
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Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information 

2. Student Roster 
 

•  Teachers 
•  Program 

Coordinators/ 
Directors 

•  Administrators 

Scale scores and language proficiency 
levels for each language domain and four 
composites by school, grade, student, and 
grade level cluster.  

ACCESS	Score	Reports:	Student	Roster	Reports			
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Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information 
3. School Frequency •  Program 

Coordinators/ 
Directors 

•  Administrators 

Number of students and percent of total 
tested at each proficiency level for each 
language domain and four composites 
within a school. 

4. District Frequency •  Program 
Coordinators/ 
Directors 

•  Administrators 
•  Boards of Education 

Number of students and percent of total 
tested at each proficiency level for each 
language domain and four composites by 
proficiency levels for grades 
within a district. 

5. State Frequency •  State and District 
Program staff 

•  Policy-makers 
•  Lawmakers 

Number of students and percent of total 
tested at each proficiency level for each 
language domain and four composites by 
proficiency levels for grades 
within a state. 
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Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information 

2. Student Roster 
 

•  Teachers 
•  Program 

Coordinators/ 
Directors 

•  Administrators 

Scale scores and language proficiency 
levels for each language domain and four 
composites by school, grade, student, and 
grade level cluster.  

ACCESS	Score	Reports:	Student	Roster	Reports			
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ACCESS	Score	Reports:	Student	Roster	Reports			
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ACCESS	Score	Reports:	Student	Roster	Reports			
Eight	10th	Grade	students	at	School	XYZ	

Student	 Tier	 Listening	Speaking	 Reading	 WriTng	 Overall	

S1	 C	 5.4	 4.1	 5.5	 4.5	 4.9	

S2	 C	 4.2	 4	 4.5	 4	 4.2	

S3	 C	 4.6	 4.2	 4.4	 4.5	 4.4	

S4	 A	 3.2	 3.8	 2	 3.5	 3.0	

S5	 C	 4.9	 4.5	 5.7	 4.5	 5.0	

S6	 C	 4.5	 2.5	 4	 2.9	 3.5	

S7	 A	 2	 2.2	 2.5	 2.6	 2.4	

S8	 C	 4.8	 3.4	 4.5	 3	 3.9	

S1	&	S5	are	exi9ng	
–	do	we	know	their	
performances	from	
last	year?	

S3	is	very	close	–	is	
there	case	for	
exi9ng?		

Can	S2	and	S8	(and	
possibly	S3)	be	
grouped	for	
instruc9on?	

S4	and	S7	–	are	
they	newcomers?	
Were	they	
assessed	last	year?	
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Student	 Tier	 Listening	 Speaking	 Reading	 WriTng	 Overall	
S1	 C	 5.4	 4.1	 5.5	 4.5	 4.9	

4	 3.5	 4	 3.5	 3.8	
S2	 C	 4.2	 4	 4.5	 4	 4.2	

3.8	 3.5	 4	 3.8	 3.8	
S3	 C	 4.6	 4.2	 4.4	 4.5	 4.4	

3	 4	 3	 3.5	 3.3	
S4	 A	 3.2	 3.8	 2	 3.5	 3.0	

3	 2.5	 2	 3	 2.6	
S5	 C	 4.9	 4.5	 5.7	 4.5	 5.0	

4	 4	 4.5	 4	 4.2	
S6	 C	 4.5	 2.5	 4	 2.9	 3.5	

NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	 NA	
S7	 A	 2	 2.2	 2.5	 2.6	 2.4	

new	 new	 new	 new	 New	
S8	 C	 4.8	 3.4	 4.5	 3	 3.9	

3.5	 3	 4	 2.5	 3.3	
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ACCESS	Score	Reports:	Student	Roster	Reports		
•  Look	for	pa`erns	in	the	data	
	

•  (But	be	careful	not	to	generalize!	Samples	too	small)	
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ACCESS	Score	Reports:	School	Frequency	Reports			
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0
English Language Proficiency Test

District:
School:
Grade: 09
Cluster: 9-12

School Frequency Report - 20

Proficiency Level

Listening Speaking Reading Writing Oral LanguageA LiteracyB ComprehensionC Overall ScoreD

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

# of
Students
at Level

% of
Total

Tested

1 – Entering
Knows and uses minimal social language
and minimal academic language with
visual and graphic support

0 0% 1 5% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

2 – Emerging
Knows and uses some social English and
general academic language with visual and
graphic support

3 15% 0 0% 3 15% 3 15% 2 10% 3 15% 4 20% 2 10%

3 – Developing
Knows and uses social English and some
specific academic language with visual and
graphic support

4 20% 1 5% 2 10% 1 5% 2 10% 1 5% 2 10% 2 10%

4 – Expanding
 Knows and uses social English and some
technical academic language

6 30% 3 15% 1 5% 7 35% 3 15% 5 25% 1 5% 2 10%

5 – Bridging
Knows and uses social and academic
language working with grade level
material

4 20% 1 5% 6 30% 9 45% 5 25% 9 45% 8 40% 9 45%

6 – Reaching
Knows and uses social and academic
language at the highest level measured by
this test

3 15% 13 65% 8 40% 0 0% 7 35% 2 10% 5 25% 4 20%

Highest Score 457 428 439 422 A – Oral Language = 50% Listening + 50% Speaking
B – Literacy = 50% Reading + 50% Writing
C – Comprehension = 70% Reading + 30% Listening
D – Overall Score = 35% Reading + 35% Writing + 15% Listening + 15% SpeakingLowest Score 323 307 339 336

Total Tested 20
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ACCESS	Score	Reports:	School	Frequency	Reports			
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ACCESS	for	ELLs	Scores,	Grade	10,	School	XYZ	(50	Students)	
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ACCESS	Data	Recap	
•  Individual	Score	Reports	are	clearly	essenTal	for	supporTng	individual	
students	

• Other	score	reports	may	reveal	acTonable	pa`erns	on	small	scale:	

•  Student	Roster	Reports	
•  School	Frequency	Reports	

• All	become	richer	when	previous	year’s	data	is	available	as	well	
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Alternate	ACCESS	Individual	Score	Report	

Similar	
informa9on	
as	ACCESS	
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Alternate	ACCESS	Individual	Score	Report	

Unlike	ACCESS,	Listening	&	
Reading	raw	scores	
reported	
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Alternate	ACCESS	Individual	Score	Report	(page	2)	

Informa9on	
about	test	
administrator	
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Alternate	ACCESS	Individual	Score	Report	(page	3)	
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•  Individual	Student	Reports	
•  Student	Roster	Reports	
•  School	Frequency	Reports	
• District	Frequency	Reports	
•  State	Frequency	Reports	
• Alternate	ACCESS	for	ELLS	InterpreTve	Guide	for	Score	Reports:	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Alt-InterpreTve-
Guide.pdf	

Alternate	ACCESS	Score	Reports	
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Addi9onal	Online	Resources	for	Score	Reports	
•  Individual	Student	Score	Notes:	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-individual-student-score-notes	
•  ACCESS	for	ELLs	Parent	Handout:	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-parent-handout-english	
•  Score	Report	Guide	for	Parents:	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/resources/parent-guide-access-ells-score-reports-english	
•  Parent	Score	Reports	Overview	PowerPoint:	
•  h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/resources/score-report-powerpoint-slides	
	



©2019	Board	of	Regents	of	the	University	of	Wisconsin	System	

In	conclusion..	
ACCESS	for	ELLs	&	Alternate	ACCESS	score	reports	contain	an	abundance	of	
useful	informaTon	
	
• UTlize	the	annual	interpreTve	guides	as	much	as	possible	
ACCESS	for	ELLs	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/resources/access-ells-interpreTve-guide-score-
reports	
Alternate	ACCESS	for	ELLs	
h`ps://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Alt-InterpreTve-
Guide.pdf	
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Thank	you	–	Ques9ons?	
	

spoconnell2@wisc.edu	
	


