
Division of  Student Services
Office of  Supplemental Educational Programs

Bilingual/ESL Unit

English language learner (ELL) Roundtable
May 12 and 13, 2020

New Jersey Department 

of  Education



Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions

• Supporting ELLs
• Model Program district best practices

• Online Resources for ELLs

• Department Broadcasts/Updates



What does 
this passage 
mean for 
students 
with the 
added layer 
of  remote 
teaching & 
learning?

Of  course language is integral to most of  what 
happens in the classroom, but to a competent 
language user its role is like that of  a window, 
through which we look at the content. It is 
transparent, and although we may recognize 
that it is there, its transparency means that it is 
very hard to see. Focusing on content alone 
makes language the invisible curriculum in the 
school.

And for … (English as a second language 
learners) the language becomes a block for 
learning. To put it another way, their window is 
made of  frosted glass. So, for children learning 
in a second language, it is important that we are 
aware of  the language we use and that we 
deliberately create opportunities for children to 
hear and use it. We need to look at language 
rather than simply through it.

- Pauline Gibbons, Learning to Learn in a Second Language



Model Programs Present . . .

DISTRICT BEST 
PRACTICES

NAVIGATING REMOTE 
INSTRUCTION

SUPPORTING ELLS & 
THEIR FAMILIES

https://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/resources/slr/model1820.htm


Online Resources for ELLs 

• Categories:

• Grade level

• Parents

• Immigrant families

• Multilingual resources

https://www.nj.gov/education/covid19/sped/ell.shtml


Provisional Identification of  ELLs

• Registration and enrollment during remote 
instruction must continue
• All students must be given a Home Language Survey

(HLS)

• ELL identification (if  HLS = LOTE)
• Certified language specialist interview parents and students

• Review past school records, if  available

• If  applicable,  assign “informal/provisional” ELL designation
*Do not enter designation into NJSMART ELLIdentificationDate field

• Provide LIEP consistent with district remote plan

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/may/7/Identification%20and%20Parent%20Notification%20of%20English%20Language%20Learners%20during%20COVID-19%20.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/title3/accountability/notification/title3par.htm


Returning to School Guidance 

• Formally screen students with 
provisional designation

• If  student is identified, enter the 
identification date in NJSMART’s 
ELLIdentificationDate field  (SID 
Handbook, p. 64.)

https://www.njsmart.org/njr/ks/SID%20Management/NJ%20SMART%20SID%20Management%20Student%20Data%20Handbook%20v6.4.pdf


Parent Notification

• In writing

• No later than 30 days

• Language parents can understand

• Parental notification requirements
may be modified to include the 
results of  the process detailed 
above to determine the child’s 
level of  English proficiency, 
rather than a test score

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/may/7/Identification%20and%20Parent%20Notification%20of%20English%20Language%20Learners%20during%20COVID-19%20.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/title3/accountability/notification/title3par.htm


ACCESS 2.0

• 2020 state assessments cancelled (March 24, 2020)

• Scores will be provided 

• Adjusted timeline: 8/3/20 deadline for shipping 
completed test materials 

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/mar/24/New%20Jersey%20Cancels%20Statewide%20Student%20Assessments.pdf


The Cares Act: 
Education Stabilization Fund

Provide direct money to school districts and allow 
funding to support areas impacted by the disruption and 
closure of  schools from COVID-19.

Funds can be used for activities to address the unique 
needs of  student groups: 

• Low-income students or children; 

• Students with disabilities; 

• English learners; 

• Students of  racial or ethnic minority; and

• Students experiencing homelessness.

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/apr/30/The%20CARES%20Act%20-%20Education%20Stabilization%20Fund.pdf


Federal Waivers

• 2019-2020 School Performance Reports will not include 
ESSA indicators (e.g. ELP)

• FY 2018 (18-19 funds) extended until 09/30/2021
• Including, carryover

• FY 2018 and 2019 (19-20 funds): waive use of  funds 
requirement on technology

• FY 2019 allow for time-sensitive, one-time or standalone 
professional development focused on supporting educators 
to provide effective distance learning 

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/apr/30/US%20Department%20of%20Education%20Waivers%20Granted%20Related%20to%20the%20COVID-19%20Emergency.pdf


Required Updates to 
District School Closure Plans 

❖Required updates by May 22, 2020

❖Updated Checklist for School Health-Related Closure 
Plans.

How are ELLs included in equitable remote instruction?

• Describe the provision of  ESL and bilingual education to meet the needs 
of  ELL. 

• Describe how the district communicates with ELL families, including the 
translation of  materials and directions. 

• Describe how the district uses alternate methods of  instruction, 
differentiation, access to technology, and strategies to troubleshoot ELL 
access challenges.

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2020/may/5/Required%20Updates%20to%20District%20Public%20Health-Related%20School%20Closure%20Plans.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/topics/NJDOE%20Checklist%20for%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20Plans.pdf


Next Steps

1. What support do teachers need during this time 
and in this transition?

2. How to address regression in ELD during 
remote learning?

3. What strategies can be used to transition ELLs 
back to school?

4. What are some recommendations for the use of  
the emergency relief  funds for ELLs? 

5. Other…
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New Jersey Department of Education 

(@njdeptofed)
@NewJerseyDOE @NewJerseyDoe

Follow Us!

New Jersey Department of  Education Website

http://www.state.nj.us/education/

Thank You!

Peggy McDonald, Assistant Commissioner, Division of  Student Services

Leslie Franks McRae, Director of  Supplemental Educational Programs

Title III and Bilingual/ESL Unit
Lori Ramella , Program Coordinator

Jacquelyn León and Maria Romero, Program Specialist

Email us @ ell@doe.nj.gov
Visit us @ http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/

Call us @ (609) 376-9080
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