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NJTESOL/NJBE 
Events 2021-2022



Linguistic Justice Book Study
Anel Suriel & Kathy Fernandez
3 Summer meetings & October web discussion

Dr. April Baker-Bell’s Discussion



Professional Development WIDA PLC
Executive Board Members who Created & Participated

October 9, 2021
Kathleen Fernandez
Cecilia Vila
Hana Prashker
Barbara Tedesco
Margaret Churchill
Caia Schlessinger
Maria Jaume-Aponte
Tina Kern
Michelle Land
Sandee McBride
Gina Finneran

November 13, 2021
Kathleen Fernandez
Cecilia Vila
Hana Prashker
Margaret Churchill
Maria Jaume-Aponte
Tina Kern
Michelle Land
JoAnne Negrin

February 5, 2022
Kathleen Fernandez
Cecilia Vila
Hana Prashker
Barbara Tedesco
Margaret Churchill
Jessica Hunsdon
Caia Schlessinger
Maria Jaume-Aponte
Tina Kern
Michelle LandSandee McBride
Gina Finneran

March 12, 2022
Kathleen Fernandez
Cecilia Vila
Hana Prashker
Margaret Churchill
Caia Schlessinger
Maria Jaume-Aponte
Tina Kern
Michelle Land

Sponsor: Saddleback



New Jersey Consortium for Immigrant Children (NJCIC), the Education 
Law Center (ELC), & NJTESOL/NJBE Joint Report

Jessica Hunsdon
Kathleen Fernandez
BJ Franks
Advocacy

Initial Survey May 2021

 Press 
○ https://www.njspotlightnews.org/vid

eo/nj-spotlight-news-november-18-
2021/ beginning at 21:45) 

○ https://newark.chalkbeat.org/2021/
11/17/22786283/new-jersey-englis
h-language-learners-underserved-i
gnored-pandemic-report

○ https://www.nj.com/education/2021/
11/kids-who-speak-limited-english-
are-invisible-in-nj-schools-report-sa
ys-heres-what-needs-to-change.ht
ml

○ https://www.latinonewsnet.com/nue
va-jersey-una-investigaciion-afirma
-que-los-estudiantes-de-ingles-no-r
ecibieron-el-apoyo-adecuado-dura
nte-la-pandemia/

○ https://nj1015.com/for-english-lang
uage-learners-pandemic-made-bad
-situation-worse/ 

○ https://www.northjersey.com/story/
news/2021/11/18/virtual-school-cov
id-nj-english-learners/6401269001/
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Parent Expo
January 22, 2022

Committee Members & 
Contributors
Kathleen Fernandez
Hana Prashker
Margaret Churchill
Caia Schlessinger
Tina Kern
Gina Finneran
LeighAnn Matthews
Andrea Fonteñez
Pedro Trivella
Laura Arredondo



National Conferences: NABE & TESOL

NABE TESOL
Presenters: Dr. JoAnne Negrin & 
Dr. Andrea Fonteñez 

Video Attendees: 
Kathleen Bowman
Cecilia Vila Chave
Kathleen Fernandez

Presenters: Dr. Tasha Austin, 
Dr. Madji Fall & Jessica Hunsdon

Video Attendee: 
Kathleen Fernandez



Federal Anti-Discrimination Laws that Protect English Learners’ Rights Webinar
co-hosted by Education Law Center (ELC), New Jersey Consortium for Immigrant Children (NJCIC) and NJTESOL/NJBE 
with guests Michael E. Campion, Chief, Civil Rights Unit and Assistant U.S. Attorney Kelly Florio

March 9, 2022





NJTESOL/NJBE 
Committees 2021-2022



Advocacy Committee
Co-Chairs: Sonya Bertini, Jessica Hunsdon, Hana Prashker
Members: Kathleen Fernandez, Dr. Nurka Nieves, Dr. Madji Fall, Elizabeth Franks, Gabriela Colon, 
Jennifer Ostrega, Claudia Lagos

English Learners in New Jersey: Exposing Inequities and Expanding Opportunities in the Wake of the Pandemic, 
November 2021
Model Resolution on The Rights of English Learners
Testimony on changes to the Bilingual Education Code
Testimony on changes to High School Graduation
Coordination with NJCIC, ELC: Jessica Hunsdon, Hana Prashker, Sonya Bertini, BJ Franks, Kathleen Fernandez

Legislation: 
Elimination of edTPA Coordination with NJEA - Jessica Hunsdon, Kathleen Fernandez
Teacher Recruitment Bill Package (Assm Lampitt) Coordination with NJCIC - 
Jessica Hunsdon, Tasha Austin, Madji Fall,  Kathleen Fernandez

Federal Anti-Discrimination Laws that Protect English Learners’ Rights Webinar 
Coordination with NJCIC, ELC: Jessica Hunsdon, Kathleen Fernandez

VoterVoice: 4 Campaigns, 314 registered respondents
Advocacy Table at Conference
Advocacy Webinar for Membership on Activities (Coming in Fall 2022)



Parent Expo
Chair: Kathleen Fernandez, 
Members: Tina Kern, Hana Prashker, Caia Schlessinger, Elizabeth Franks, Barbara Tedesco, Gabriela 
Colon, Pedro Trivella, Yolanda Hernandez, Mary Curran, Jackie Leon 



Parents’ Rights Committee: Parents’ Rights Video/PDF Translations
Here is the playlist of all available languages, or click on the link below for the video in your language. We 
still need a Bengali speaker willing to finish and record the Bangla version.

Spanish Chinese Haitian Creole Korean Turkish
Arabic Urdu Gujarati Russian Portuguese
English

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfjCfXtqie531vHxvHXydiGd1xSJJuLZL
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bz2KlAu9Vc&t=257s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IF2QUd4V8qc&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSc1MCi0AQI&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM30ICPwpzg&t=130s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KrQco4G_Co&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5hH-dkqw-I&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlHbZYFLwQU&list=PLfjCfXtqie531vHxvHXydiGd1xSJJuLZL&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxArS9zC7mU&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vcwW8DmVnM&list=PLfjCfXtqie531vHxvHXydiGd1xSJJuLZL&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86HVKOe3lLk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVWtUyNn76U&list=PLfjCfXtqie531vHxvHXydiGd1xSJJuLZL&index=1&t=18s


Countering Anti-Black Racism
Chair: Caia Schlessinger
Members: Tasha Austin, Jessica Hunsdon, Kathleen Fernandez, Anel Suriel, Juliane Bilotta, Madji Fall

Dr. April Baker-Bell Linguistic Justice Book Study 
Anel Suriel, Kathleen Fernandez

TESOL Best of Affiliates - Countering Anti-Black Racism in 
Language Education: Reflection, Action and Accountability
Tasha Austin, Jessica Hunsdon, Madji Fall

Critical Conversations 3 episodes
● Towards an Expansive Blackness with Dr. Aris Clemons
● On De-essentializing Linguistic Blackness and Black Diasporic 

Possibilities with Dr. Patriann Smith
● Welcoming Black Language Professionals to Share and Lead with 

Dr. Kisha Bryan
Tasha Austin, Jessica Hunsdon (video editor)

Pipeline for teacher recruitment for minoritized populations
Coordination with NJCIC: Madji Fall, Tasha Austin, Jessica Hunsdon, Kathleen 
Fernandez



Professional Development
Chair: Margaret Churchill 
Members: Michelle Land, Tina Kern, Cecilia Vila Chave, Hana Prashker, 
Barbara Tedesco, Joan Pujol

10/9/2021 Orientation to the 2020 WIDA Standards Framework

11/13/2021 Exploring the Key Language Uses

2/5/2022 Breaking Down the Framework

3/12/2022 Moving Forward with the 2020 WIDA Standards Framework



NJTESOL/NJBE 
Chapters and Media 

2021-2022



Chapters - in person and virtual meetings

Active Inactive
Atlantic-Cape May Consortium
Bergen County Chapter
Burlington County Consortium
Mercer Regional Chapter
Middlesex County Chapter 
Morris/Sussex Chapter 
Passaic County Chapter
Shore Chapter 
Somerset/Hunterdon Chapter

Camden/Northern Gloucester County Chapter 
Cumberland County Chapter
Essex/Union Chapter
Ocean County Chapter
Tri-County Consortium
Warren County Chapter



Media and Social Media
Twitter: 1,153 Followers, 
351 Following

Facebook: Page likes 1,119

Parent Expo YouTube 
Joined Apr 8, 2021, 
890 views

NJTESOL/NJBE YouTube 
Joined Apr 14, 2020
3,795 views



Weekly Voices & Voices Annual Journal
Members: Marilyn Pongracz, Kathleen Fernandez, Maggie Churchill

Recent Issues
Annual Voices Journal 2022
Weekly Voices Spring 2022
Weekly Voices Winter 2022
Previous Issues
2021
Annual Voices Journal
Weekly Voices
Winter / Spring / Summer / Fall

Articles by Executive Board Members & Chapter 
Leaders

Read with Me by Tina Kern
The benefits and challenges of reading aloud in the 
ESL/Bilingual classroom and strategies for a successful 
read aloud program.

Translanguaging Fosters a Framework of 
Sustainable Cultural Practices in Communities of 
Color by Pedro Trivella
Considerations on the pivotal role translanguaging has 
on inclusivity and equity in language while creating 
cross-cultural connections among English Language 
learners.

Alternatives to Editing Exercises by Marilyn 
Pongracz
Implications of using traditional editing exercises in 
English as a Second Language college classrooms and 
recommendations for more productive practice 
supporting English language acquisition.

ELs Require Tier 2 Vocabulary Instruction to Unlock 
Content Area Learning by Mary K Mansfield
Focusing on the key to content learning, tier 2 
vocabulary is the responsibility of all educators, not just 
ESL/Bilingual teachers. Practices to share with 
mainstream and content teachers to achieve the 
shared educational construct of the WIDA English 
Language Development Standards Framework, 2020 
Edition.

https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/annual-voices-journal-2022/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2022-spring-weekly-voices/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2022-winter-weekly-voices/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/annual-journal-2021/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2021-winter-weekly-voices/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2021-spring-weekly-voices/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2021-summer-weekly-voices/
https://voices.njtesol-njbe.org/2021-fall-weekly-voices/


Scholarships and Awards
Fourth Grade English Writing Challenge
Aaron Chen
Wanderson Aracena-Perez

Eighth Grade English Writing Challenge
Udar Ceylan
Elizaveta Melchakova

Raquel Sinai Newcomer Scholarship 
Ashley Andaluz
Yamilex Cruz

Pedro J. Rodriguez High School Scholarship
Luisa Martinez
Joselin Mejia

Dr. Elizabeth Franks Advocacy Award
New Jersey Consortium for Immigrant Children
Education Law Center

Seal of Biliteracy Superintendent of the Year
Sandra Montañez Diodonet

Fred Carrigg Leadership Award
Ana Esther Pérez Arrieta (in memoriam)

President’s Award
Sharon Rosario

Seal of Biliteracy Scholarship
Fiorella Armebianchi Yancaya
Eloisa Eunice Mora

Praxedes León Seal of Biliteracy Parent Award
Sally Mora
Roxana Yancaya

Higher Education Scholarship
Ariel Cavero Reyes
Fatoumata Diop

Bilingual Educators Scholarship
Jillian Bandel

Dr. Jessie Reppy Memorial  Scholarship
Sherlyanne (Shan) Meisner

Judie Haynes Teacher’s Grant
Prudence Soobrattie


